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Subjects P-9 Program.

Tos Brig. Gen. L. R. Groves, Washington Liaison Office, P. Q.
Box 2610, Washington, D. C.

l. Forwarded herewith is a copy of a letter from Dr. A. H.
Compton to Dr. H. C. Urey concerning the limitations of the P-9
Program to be conducted by the lletallurgical Project.
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4« V. PETERSON,
Mpjor, Corps of Engineers,
Area Engineer.
1 Inclosure:
Copy ltr., 10/7/43
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October ?, 1943

Professor . C. Urey
Papertment of Chemistry

Columbia University

New York, New York

pernr Harold:
A week amgd berry to gend on to you the provisional
fora of & dire with reg dNg work on the P~9 project which we

have submlitied to\§ ; - ¢ There wore questions in the
- ' ‘-s for intercheange ot informstion

ymreting at Clinton

o serious intention

in t.hs near future
FovoNtliclena,

rbn.lly affirming

wag ildenticel with yours, numely, that a2 :
on the pert of the Policy Committes to authori
the construction of & P-9 plant for producing
Groves hag not been willing tc meke & statemgit evss
or dsnying this position. Approval by the ¢ of tho dirsciive that
I have written to Allison will, however, giv® us & basls for golng
ahead. This directive assumes that we shall prepars as satlisfactory

& deslyn as we can, to be ready by July, 1944, to be uzed in case it
is noaded, and to ilnitiate a longer distsnce program on o saaller
scale aimed townrd meking the best 49 producing pile we can, Though
there is no positive sossurance, I believe thers is soms chance that
the 1944 design will go into eonstruction. In any case, looking towsrd
the longéer distance aillitary neads of the nstion, I aa confident that
the work done on thls assignment will be very usefuls

A weok after the Clinton meeting, as you doubtless know, the
General, Tolman, fmyth, ¥igner, and I met with the British at Vontreal
to dlacuss problems of mutual interest connected with the 49 produetion
program. They told us of the pians on which they were working, and of
the experiments they have projected. We gave them our most recent data
regurding the P=9 snd graphlte as fer as it affected their studies,
Three of the four types of production plants which they wers coneldering
involved use of P=9 and two of those wers combined with enriched metal,
It seemed ovident that they were not expecting any results from their
investigations that would be used in the pressnt war, though they did
not explicitly scknowledye this to be the cese. We felt that the British
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are considering 49 production as an important fector in detersining
the balence of military power in ths post-war world, und that they
are getiing ready {or full-scale activity slong this llne &8 sooh es
the ifmmeciste demands of the present wed pernit. Cur progrem; gesrsd
2 it is to supplylng decislvely useful production in this war, can
be helped by the Rritish only by obtaining from thes certsin incidental
sclentific data which they may obtain. In perticular, we cuuld ses no
reagon to suppose that the Cenadlans could construct a production
plant using P-9 that would contribute significsntly to the 49 supply
before our owm prog/CNon will be wall in hand. Aeeordingly, none of
Qeommend supplying the Sritish now with any
S N9, since this may yet beccome of Llmportance

in cur war p

ALl of thiw desx : o7 work must now be organized around:
Wit A8 Ahall sged the plans for a P-9 plent s yoar

profuction program for this wer, and

gpedyite sont-wor developmsnts will call

: I say add that in wy oWR opj ii.oimt-m sltuation will sti11
be greatly confused and it willTe@Ninof sfiup

lmportance to meintaln
our country in a sugreme mllitery posNiogf. Jido it L& surs that all
the major powers will be extending themselvss develop the tube-alloy
program as far ss possiblo. Becnuse of the Ynlerent -« Gvantages of P=3,
its development will certsinly pley an imporfant pe = this post-usr
affort. Bo you may understand wy feeling Miujthough I caunct put the
P<9 work in firet plsee in our present 49 Nofduction program, it sust
be developed as rapldly sg is consistent with pushing through our othor
work at top speed.

Youre sincerely,

by g Arthur Compton
el HQ B. *

Ae Vo Potorson (3)
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