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1. (C) BETWEEN MARCH 22-27 MORE THAN 60 OFFICERS FROM THE
EMBASSY AND THE THREE CONSULATES FANNED OUT ACROSS RUSSIA
TO TAKE THE PULSE OF THIS COUNTRY ON THE EVE OF THE
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION AS WELL AS MONITOR THE VOTIHNG PROCESS
ON ELECTION DAY, MARCH 26. WHILE THEIR EXPERIENCES SAY
MUCH ABOUT THE ELECTION, THEY ALSC PROVIDE OTHER INSIGHTS
INTO RUSSIA'S REGIONS. THE FOLLOWING IS A SAMPLING OF
OBSERVATIONS EY EMBASSY MONITORS WHO SPENT ELECTION DAY IN
SIBERIA AND THE FAR EAST.

NOVOSIBIRSK
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4, {C) DESPITE AN OVERWHELMING FEELING AMONG THE
POPULATICN THAT PUTIN WOULD WIN, MORE THAW 65 PERCENT OF
NOVOSIBIRSK VOTERS TURNED OUT. MaANY LOCAL OESERVERS,
INCLUDING JOURMALISTS, BUSINESSMEN, AND OBLAST OFFICIALS
TOLD EMBOFFS THAT THEY BELIEVED A PUTIN PRESIDENCY WOULD
USHER IN AN ER& OF STABILITY AND PREDICTABILITY WHICH,
NEVERTHELESS, WOULD NOT AFFECT THEIR LIVES SIGNIFICANTLY.
NEWLY-ELECTED GOVEENOR TOLOKCNSKIY TOLD EMBOFFS ON MARCH 27
THAT HE EXPECTS THE KREMLIN TEAM TO BE ONE WITH WHOM HE CAN
WORK TO DEVELOCP LONG-TERM PLANS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN
THE OBLAST.

3. (C) VOTERS SEEMED RELIEVED THAT THE ELECTION WAS OVER

AND THAT PUTIN WOULD NOT BE FACING A SECOND ROUND BATTLE

WITH THE COMMUNISTS (ALTHOUGH EZYUGANOV RECEIVED 38.3
CONFIDENTIAL
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PERCENT) . YAVLINSKIY RECEIVED NEARLY EIGHT PERCENT OF THE
VOTE, SHOWING THAT HIS MESSAGE HAS RESONANCE IN THIS
ACADEMIC CENTER, EVEN WITHOUT HIS CAMPAIGNING PERSOMNALLY.
FROM THE MARCH 27 NEWS ON A LOCAL CHANNEL, WHICH ONLY
SHOWED ELECTION RESULTS AFTER TWO OTHER STORIES, IT WAS
CLEAR THAT NOVOSIEBIRSK VOTERS ALREADY WERE MOVING ON WITH
THEIR LIVES, HARDLY CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY THAT A
PUTIN PEESIDENCY COULD CHANGE THEIR, AND RUSSIA'S,
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATICHN. THE PEQOFLE OF
NOVOSIBIRSK SEEMED TO HAVE FEW EXPECTATIONS OF THE NEW
PRESIDENT, EXCEPT THAT HE WILL NOT WORSEN THEIR SITUATION.

4. (C) THE EMEASSY OFFICERS WHC TRAVELED TO EKEMEROVO TO
OBSERVE THE PEESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS HAD MEETINGS WITH A
WIDE-RANGE OF POLITICAL FIGURES PRIOR TC THE ELECTION,

INCLUDING |

THEY ALSO ATTENDED TULEYEV'ES CULMINATING CAMPAIGN EVENT IN
THE KEMEROVO PHILHARMONIC HATLL, A TYPICAL SOVIET-STYLE
RALLY WHERE REPRESENTATIVES OF EVERY SOCIETAL ELEMENT WERE
CAREFULLY INCLUDED -- PENSIONERS, MILITARY, YOUTH, WOMEN,
AND VETERANS.

5. (C) ON ELECTION DAY, EMBOFFS SEPARATELY VISITED 23
POLLING STATIONS IN 20 LOCATIONS (AROUT HALF IN KEMEROVO,
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AND HALF IN THE COUNTRYSIDE AROUND EKEMEROVC AND IN THE
CONFIDENTIAL
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SMALLER DEPEESSED CITIES CF TAPKI AND LENINSK-KUZNETSK) .
THE OSCE HAD NUMEROUS COESERVERS AS WELL IN OTHER CITIES IH
THE OBLAST. NO SERIOQUS VIOLATIONS WERE NOTED; SIMFLY THE
USUALLY FAMILY VOTING AND BOOTHS NOT QUITE ACCORDING TO
BEGULATION BUT PRESENTING NO OBSTACLE TO SECRET BALLOTING.
REEGARDING POLLWATCHERS, PUTIN, TULEYEV, AND ZYUGANOV HAD
OBSERVERS VIRTUALLY EVERYWHERE, AND ZHIRINOVSKIY
OCCASIONALLY. HOWEVER, OBSERVERS FOR OTHEER CANDIDATES WERE
FEW AND FAR BETWEEN. YOUNGER VOTERS RARELY WERE HOTICED
AND TALKS WITH OTHER POLL-WATCHERS CONFIRMED THAT VOTER
TUENOUT FOR "YOUTH" WAS LOW.

&. {C) EMBOFFS FOUND VIRTUALLY NO SIGN OF AN ACTIVE

CAMPATGH . PUEBLIC CAMPATGN ADVERTISEMENTS WERE RESTRICTED

BY MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE TO ONE SITE. ONLY ONE FORMAL

COMPLAINT (BY "YABLOKO") WAS MADE AND IT WAS SETTLED

AMICABLY ACCOERDING TO BOTH "YABLOKO" OFFICIALS AND

RAZYGRAYEV. LOCAL TELEVISION GAVE A LOT OF COVERAGE TO

GOVERNOR TULEYEV. | BI

ST E TS

, IF NOT ALL, TELE 5
CANDIDATES APPEARED TO BE ON THE NATIONAL TELEVISION

STATIONS. A LOCAL "YABLOKO" OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE
HAD PARTICIPATED IN DEBATES BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
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CANDIDATES ON LOCAL RADIC. ALL CANDIDATES RECEIVED GRATIS
COVERAGE IN THE OBLAST-OWNED OFFICIAL PRESS.

B. {(C) ON MARCH 24, EMBASSY ELECTION MONITORS IN
KHABAROVSKE MET WITH THE ACTING GOVEENOR, THE ACTING MAYOR,
THE HEAD OF THE KRAY DUMA, AND A GROUP OF 40
REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCAL POLITICAL PARTIES. THE MEETING
WITH PARTY REPRESENTATIVES, WHICH WAS HOSTED BEY THE KRAY
ELECTORAL COMMISSION AND THE KRAY ADMINISTRATION, WAS HELD
AT THE KRAY DUMA BUILDING. IT LASTED ONE HOUR AND WAS
FILMED BY THE LOCAL MEDIA. OSCE ELECTION OBSERVEERES ALSO
ATTENDED. PUTIN CAMPAIGN REPRESENTATIVES WERE PRESENT, EUT
DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE DISCUSSION.
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9. (C) DURING THE MEETING, KPRF REPRESENTATIVES DENOUNCED
THE LOCAL POWER STRUCTURE FOR ABUSING GOVERNMENT OFFICES TO
FURTHER. THE PUTIN CAMPAIGN AND FOR UNFAIRLY LIMITING MEDIA
ACCESS AND CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES BY THE OTHER CEMPS., AN OQSCE
OBSERVER PRESENT TOLD THE AUDIENCE THAT THEIR ALLEGATIONS
OF ELECTORAL LAW VIOLATIONS WERE MINOR AND NO DIFFERENT
FROM COMPLAINTS HEARD IN GERMANY OR ELSEWHERE. ONE PARTY
FEPEESENTATIVE ASKEED IF HE COULD MEET AGATN WITH THE
ELECTION OESERVERS AT THE END OF ELECTION DAY, BUT HIS
REEQUEST WAS NOT TRANSLATED AND WHEN THE MEETING ENDED, THE
ATTENDEES WERE ASKED TO REMAIN IN THE HALL FOR A SUESEQUENT

MEETING WHILE THE FOREIGNERS WERE EXCUSED. |

10. {C) THE COMPLATINTS VOICED BY THE PARTY REPRESENTATIVES
INCLUDED: THE REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION HAD TURNED INTO A
CAMPATGN HEADQUARTERS; THE PRESIDENTIAL REPRESENTATIVE IN
KHABAROVSK WAS MEDDLING IN THE ELECTION; THE GOVERNOR
CAMPATGNED IN HIS MEETINGS WITH GRQUPS OF BUSINESSPEOPLE,
MILITARY, ETC.; THE GOVEENOR CONTROLS WHICH VIEWS ARE
REPORTED ON LOCAL TV; LOCAL MEDIA EMPLOYEES KNOW THEY CAN
BEE FIRED IF THEY GIVE TOO MUCH COVERAGE TC THE POLITICAL
OPPOSITION; THE OUTCOME OF ONE DUMA RACE IS BEING CONTESTED
IN THE KRAY SUPREME COURT, BUT POLITICAL INFLUENCE ON THE
COURT MAKES IT UNLIKELY THAT THE DECISION WILL EE
IMPARTIAL; VOTER LISTS ARE INACCURATE, OMITTING SOME NAMES
WHILE INCLUDING THE NAMES OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE MOVED OR DIED;
AND, THE AREAS APPROVED FOR HANGING CAMPAIGH POSTERS WERE
TOO LIMITED.

CONFIDENTIAT
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13 (C) FOR HIS PART, THE HEAD OF THE KRAY DUMA, IN A

SEPARATE MEETING WITH THE INTERMNATICONAL OBSERVERS, STATED
THAT BOTH HE AND THE GOVERNOR HAD "PUBLICLY DISTANCED"
THEMSELVES FROM ALL PARTIES AND THAT "OUR PARTY IS
KHABAROVSK KRAY." COMMENTING ON SPECULATION THAT PUTIN
WILL REDUCE REGIONAL AUTONCMY, THE DUMA LEADER SAID HE
AGREED WITH THE IDEA THAT "FREEDOM" WITHIN THE SUBJECTS
SHOULD BE ACCORDING TO THE LEVEL OF FEDERAL GOVERNMEMNT
INTEEEST IN THAT SUBJECT." HE THOUGHT IT WAS SHAMEFUL THAT
SOME SUBJECTS, INCLUDING TATARSTAN AND BASHECRTOSTAN, HAD
GONE EEYOND THE BOUMDS OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION AND SAID
"THE OHLY ONES WHO NEED TO FEAR THE NEW PRESIDENT ARE THOSE
WHC ARE QUTSIDE THE BOUNDS OF THE CONSTITUTION." A&AS A
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MEMEBEER CGF THE FEDERATION COUNCIL, HE EXPECTED THAT THE

COUNCIL SOON WOULD TAKE UP THE ISSUE OF CONSTITUTIONAL
REFORM.

WAS SOME CONSTERNATION ON THE DAY AFTEER THE ELECTION, BOTH
AT THE KRAY ELECTORAL COMMISSION AND AT EMERCOM, THAT AS OF
MIDDAY MARCH 27, WITH ABOUT 95 PERCENT OF PRECINCTS
REPORTING, PUTIN HAD RECEIVED ONLY 49.87 PERCENT IN THE

CONFIDENTIAL
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KRAY. EMBOFFS BELIEVED THAT THIS WAS A GOOD INDICATION

THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO VOTE TAMPERING EECAUSE, OTHERWISE,

PUTIN WOULD HAVE POLLED MORE THAN 50 PERCENT. THERE WAS

SOME DISCUSSION AT THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION THAT WITHIN

MILITARY STRUCTUEREES, WHILE NO OVERT PRESSURE WAS EXERTED TO
CONFIDENTIATL
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VOTE FOR PUTIN, THE PRINCIFLES OF MILITARY DISCIPLINE AND
SUBOFDINATICN MADE IT LIKELY THAT TROOFS WOULD VOTE THE
SAME WAY AS THEIR COMMANDER IF THE COMMANDER LET IT EE
ENOWN WHICH CANDIDATE (I.E., PUTIN) HE SUPPORTED.

13. {C) IN ORDER TOC BCOST VOTER TURNOUT, THE CITY OF
KHABAROVSK OFFERED FREE PURLIC TRANSPORTATION ON ELECTION
DAY. 1IN ADDITION, IN THE WEEKS LEADING UP TCO THE ELECTION,
MEETINGS WERE HELD, PARTICULARLY WITH YOUTH, TO INSTILL A
SENSE THAT VOTING IS A PART OF THEIR CIVIC DUTY. VOTER
TUENOUT IN THE EKRAY WAS APPROXIMATELY 68 PERCENT, SLIGHTLY
SHORT OF THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION'S GOAL OF 70 PERCENT.

THE HEAD OF THE KRAY ELECTORAL CCMMISSION THOUGHT TUERNOUT
COULD HAVE BEEN FIVE PERCENT HIGHER IF NOT FOR THE CHANGE
TO DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME. EBAD WEATHER ALONG THE COAST OF
THE SEA OF OKHOTSK ACROSS FROM SAKHATIN ALSO AFFECTED VOTER
TUENCUT IN SOME AREAS. ACCORDING TO THE COMMISSION, THIS
ELECTION WAS EASIER AND LESS EXPENSIVE TO ORGANIZE THAN THE
DECEMEER DUMA ELECTION. AROUND 2,500 VOTERS IN REMOTE
AREAS VOTED EARLY WITH BALLOTS AND BALLOT BOXES THAT WERE
TRANSPORTED BY HELICOPTER.

14. (C) EMBOFFS HEARD RUSSIAN RESIDENTS OF KHABAROVSK
EXPEESS CHAUVINISTIC ATTITUDES REGARDING THE CHINESE, THEIR
CLOSE NEIGHBORS ACROSS THE AMUR. VARIOUS PEOPLE TOLD
EMEQOFF THAT THE CHINESE EEFOULED THE RIVERS, SOLD ONLY
INFERIOR PRODUCTS AND FOUL-SMELLING FOOD PRODUCTS (MAINLY
AT A "CHINESE RYNCOK" OUTSIDE OF TOWN), AND UNDERCUT THE
PRICE OF RUSSIAN MEAT EBEY BRINGING IN CHEAPER INFERIOR MEAT
-- WHICH RUSSIA ALLOWED ONLY TO BE USED FOR PROCESSING INTO
SAUSAGES. EVEN THOUGH RUSSIANS MAY TRAVEL WITHOUT VISAS IHN
CONFIDENTIATL
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THE SUMMERTIME BY HYDROFOIL ON ONE-DAY SHOPPING TRIPS TO A
NEAREBY CHINESE TOWN, MOST PEOPLE SEEMED UNINTERESTED IN
THIS. ONE ELDERLY "YAELOKO" POLL WATCHER TOLD EMEOFF THAT
THE AMUR RIVER EEPRESENTS THE CULTURAL EBOUNDARY BETWEEN
EUROPE AND ASIA, AND HE IS NOT INTERESTED IN VENTURING TO
THE NON-EUROPEAN ZONHE.

15. {C) NOT EVERYONE IN KHAEAROVSK FEELS THAT WAY,
HOWEVEE. DALAVIYA, THE KHABAROVSK AIRLINE, IS SEEKING TO
OPEN A ROUTE EETWEEN EHABAROVSK AND THE SOUTHERN CHINESE
CITY OF GUANGEHOU. EMBOFF, WHO SPEAKS MANDARIN, SPOKE WITH
A FEW CHINESE MERCHANTS AT THE CHINESE RYNOK. THESE
MERCHANTS SAID BUSINESS HAD DECLINED EECAUSE OF THE POOR
RUSSIAN ECONOMY AND COMPLAINED OF HARASSMENT BY RUSSIAN
AUTHORITIES, EVEN WHEN THEIR VISAS ARE IN ORDER. 1IN ANSWER
TO A QUESTICON FROM AN OSCE ELECTION MONITCOR, THE ACTING
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MAYOR SAID THE CHINESE CONSULATE IN KHABAROVSK HAD SHOWN AN
INTEREST IN EOTH THE DECEMEER DUMA AND MARCH PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS. ALTHOUGH NOT OFFICIAL OBSERVERS, THEY HAD SENT
A LETTER TC THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION TO ASK FOR COMPLETE
INFOEMATION ON ELECTION RETURNS.

1s. {(C) KRASNOYARSK KRAY IN CENTRAL RUSSIA EORDERS CHINA

IN THE SOUTH AND THE ARCTIC OQCEAN IN THE NORTH. LOCATL

LEADERS CONSIDER IT A EELLWETHER REGION -- SOMETHING OF A

RUSSIAN PEORIA. HOWEVER, IN THIS PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION,

KRASNOYARSK DID NOT VOTE AS HEAVILY FOR PUTIN AS THE NATION
CONFIDENTIAL
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AS A WHOLE DID. WHILE VOTING WAS ORDERLY AND WELL-
ORGANIZED AT KRASNOYARSK PRECINCTS, THE TERRITORIAL
ELECTION COMMISSION (TEC) IN THE OKTYABRSKIY REGION
EXPERIENCED A TOTAL BLACKQOUT FOR 30 MINUTES. DURING THE
BLACKOUT THERE WAS TALK OF IT BEING A "PROVOCATION" BUT THE
TERRITORIAL ELECTION COMMISSION (TEC) WAS QUICKLY BACK TO
NORMAL ONCE POWER WaAS RESTORED. ONLY ONE OBSERVER WAS
PRESENT IN THE TEC, A SHARP CONTRAST TC THE ERASNOYARSE
POLLING STATICNS WHERE ALL THE MAJOR CANDIDATES HAD
OESERVEERS. "FAMILY VOTING" WAS SEEN EVERYWHERE IN
KRASNOYARSK, WITH HUSEANDS AND WIVES AND PARENTS AND
CHILDREN OFTEN SHARTING THE VOTING BOOTH. WHEN QUERIED,
ELECTION OFFICIALS SATD THEY ENEW THE RULES AND TRIED TO
ENFORCE THEM, BUT THE PRACTICE WAS SEEN OFTEN AND MOST
ELECTION OFFICIALS SIMPLY LOOEKED THE OTHER WAY.

17. (C) IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF,| | B1,B6
CLAIMED THAT GOVERNOR LEBED HOLDS THE KEYS TO

KRASNOYARSK'S FUTURE. NEVERTHELESS, HE ALSO BELIEVED THAT

PUTIN COULD PROVIDE THE STABILITY NEEDED TO ATTRACT

ADDITIONAL FOREIGN INVESTORS TO RUSSIA. [ | IS LOOKING

TO FIRST ATTRACT RUSSIAN INVESTORS TO KRASNOYARSK, AS HE

REASONED THEY ARE MORE WILLING THAN FOREIGNERS TO TAKE

RISKS. [ ]IS CREDITED WITH BRINGING BUSINESS TYCOON

BEREZOVSKIY TO KRASNOYARSK AND FORCING OUT MAFIA FIGURE

BIKOV FROM THE KRAS ALUMINUM PLANT. [  [SAID TO ATTRACT

CONFIDENTIAL
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FOREIGN INVESTORS, RUSSIA WILL HAVE TO EE MORE "SINCERE AND

TERANSPARENT" IN ITS DIALOGUE WITH THE WEST. HE SAID ToOO

OFTEN RUSSIAN POLICY IS MELODRAMATIC, CITING RUSSIA'S

"FALSE SLOGAN" OF "SLAVIC BROTHERHOOD" DURING THE KOSOVO

CONFLICT AS AN EXAMPLE. HE ALSO SAID THE WEST'S PICTURE OF
CONFIDENTIAL
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RUSSIA IS DISTORTED BY COLD WAR STEREOTYPES AND OVERLY
HEGATIVE. EVERYONE IN KRASNOYARSKE ADMITTED THAT ORGANIZED
CRIME IS A PROBLEM, BUT SOME RATIONALIZED IT BY SAYING THE
PROELEM IS5 MORE SEVERE IN MOSCOW.

18. {C) OTHER LOCAL LEADERS WITH WHOM EMEBOFF SPOKE
EXPECTED EBIG CHANGES UNDER PUTIN. EMBOFF FOUND THAT

WERE MOSTLY
SUP WILLINGHNESES TO TAKE
ON AND EVEN REMOVE CORRUPT GOVERNORS. THEY ALSC DID NOT
THINK THAT PUTIN WOULD BACE AWAY FROM THE BASIC NOEMS OF
DEMOCRACY. | |TOLD US THAT
AFEA YOUTH INCREASINGLY ARE INTERESTED IN THE KFRF,
ESPECIALLY AFTER THEY GRADUATE AND DISCOVER HOW DIFFICULT
IT IS TO FIND & JOB. HE SAID THERE ARE SERIOUS SOCIATL
PROELEMS IN THE TERRITORY, PARTICULARLY IN THE WNORTHERM
CITY OF NORILSK WHERE 35,000 PENSIONERS "HAVE BEEN
ABANDONED." HE WAS PROUD THAT ZYUGANOV HAD NOT CHANGED
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"ONE MILLITMETER" FROM HIS LAST ELECTION CAMPAIGN, ADDING
THAT THE KPRF DID NOT HAVE TO RELY ON A CHARISMATIC LEADER
TO ATTRACT VOTES TO MATNTATN A VIABLE PARTY. PUTIN'S
SUCCESS IN KRASNOYARSK MAY WELL BE MEASURED EY HOW MANY OF
THOSE YOQOUNG RUSSIANS FIND THEMSELVES EMPLOYED IN THE NEXT
FEW YEARS AND WHETHEER HELF FORM THE MIDDLE CLASS THAT SO
FAR KRASNOYARSK LACKS.

19. (C) EMBOFFS OBSERVING IN IRKUTSK NOTED A LACK OF
CONFIDENTIAL
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CAMPATGNING OR EXCITEMENT ABOUT THE ELECTIONS ON MARCH 24,
THE LAST CAMPATIGN DAY. THERE WERE, HOWEVER, SEVERAL
BILLEOARDS FOR TITOV AND IN SPOTS, YAVLINSKIY POSTERS WERE
UP. THE INTEREST IN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WAS LOW AND
EESIDENTS WERE MORE INTERESTED IN EMBOFFS' VIEWS ON THE
U.5. PREESIDENTIAL RACE. THERE WERE NO LOCAT, ELECTIONS IN
IRKUTSK. ON MARCH 25, EMEBOFFS ATTENDED A PROJECT HARMONY
"INTERNET AND ELECTIONS" SEMINAR WHICH WAS CHATRED BY
SUBJECT ELECTION COMMISSION (SEC) CHATIRMAN IGNATENEKO. THE
CONFERENCE WAS QUITE INTERESTING AND WELL-ATTENDED. SEC
CHAIFEMAN IGHNATENKO WAS PRESENT AND SPOKE WITH EMEOFFS AFTER
THE CONFERENCE. HE SATD THAT HE HAD WORKED CLOSELY WITH
IFES AND WAS VERY HAPPY WITH THEIR ASSISTANCE.

20. {C) THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ELECTION WAS EXCELLENT
AND ORDERLY. TURNOUT WAS HIGH AND PEAKED AROUND LUNCHTIME,
CAUSING CROWDING, LONG LINES FOR VOTING BOOTHS, AND VOTERS
MARKING THEIR BALLOTS ON WINDOW SILLS, TAELES, AND
OBSEEVERS' TAEBLES. DOMESTIC OBSERVERS WERE SEEN AT NEARLY
EVERY SITE AND MOST OFTEN INCLUDED EKPRF AND PUTIN
OBSERVERS. THEY WERE TYPICALLY NOT VERY WELL TRAINED.
EACH POLLING STATION DID HAVE A CEC BOOKLET ON THE RIGHTS
AND DUTIES OF OBSERVERS. THE VOTE COUNT AT THE POLLING
STATION WHEEE EMBOFF OBSERVED WAS COMPLETED QUICKLY AND
GENERALLY ACCORDING TO PROCEDURE. ALL OFFICIALS SEEMED TO
ENOW THE LAW AND THE ORDER OF COMPLETING TASKS. OBSERVERS
WERE ALLOWED TO PEER OVER THE SHOULDER OF ELECTION
OFFICIALS AS THEY COUNTED VOTES AND OESERVE THE ENTIRE
PROCEDURE. SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS, WHO WERE NEITHER ELECTION
OFFICIALS HOR OQBSERVERS, INCLUDING TWO MVD OFFICERS, WERE
ATLLOWED TO WALK IN AND OUT OF THE POLLING PLACE.
CONFIDENTIAL
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