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COUHTRY CUDA 

DOI MID-FEBRUARY 1977 

' 
SUB.ll:CT CUBAN DES IRE TO BEGIN DIRECT NE.GOTIATIONS FOR RENEWED 

ACO 

SOURCI: 

1.' • 
,, 

·RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

CUBA .. WANJ.;3 .. ,_.,IO. BEGIN DIRECT NECOTIJ\-. . .... ~ ... _. ___ _., ........... -.... _ _,,, .... , .... _____ , __ _ 
·,\ 
5 TIONS WITH THE· U.S. 'FOR RENEWED !<.ELATIONS AS SOON .AS POSSIBLE. 

•,•••••• ,, 

0

,/,.,',';'!,•." •~•'"• •:,,,,.,iv.,''•~•,:v., ,, .. ••• .. ,:;'•"'•'·'" :·• •••• •t•'••' ' •• '•' ' ••••• ,,:, • •• '•• '• ••••••·"'''''" • • •' '" •', 1 .,, .... .,,, .. ,,. ............ :," ',, /,' •• •• • ", ' ... •.,, .,•,., ,,,i;••••,'..'",-'~•l• •• ........ , .. , ...... ,.-,••:/·· 
THE 

3 CUBANS HOPE TO ACHIEVE FULL, DIPLOMAT TC RELATTON.S QUICJ(LY 'fHROUGH 2 _______ :._ __ ,, ______ _,_, _____ , __ ,, ____ ,,, .... , ... _ ...................... ,, _____ ' ----,--.. ---.. -------~---·--

] DII<.LCT NECO'I I AT 1 ONS WITH A(;i~EEMENT ON l30T.H SI DES TO PURSUE JMMED IATELY 
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Tl!El<.EAFTER SPECIFIC ISSUES) ·sucH AS THE RE·L,EASE. OF u.s·. 'Ti'ir:rs·c5ffi\rts~·-u:s. 

ECONOMIC _SANCTIONS AGAINST CUBA AND THE EXISTENCE OF THE GUANTANAMO 

· BASE: HE SAID THE CUBANS ALSO WANT THEgE NEGOTIATIONS TO BEGIN 

IMMEDIATELY SO THE ANTI~HIJi~KING AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. MAY BE 

l'<.ENEGOT I ATED. END SUMMARY. 

REGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF RENEWED RELATIONS 

AND THE U.S. ACCORDING TO THE CUBAN.OFFICIAL, THE CUBAN HIERARCHY IS 

IN UNANIMOUS AGREEMENT THAT NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE U.S. SHOULD BEGIN 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND THAT THESE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED 

DIRECTLY BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO COUNTRIES RATHER THAN 

TIJROUC;f-l AN INTERMEDUJZY SUCH AS MEXICO. THE CUBAN OFFICIAL SAID THAT 

THE CUBANS ARE IN\ERESTED IN THE POSSIBILITY OF RENEWED RELATIONS 

.. BECAUSE OF THE DESIRE TO ADHERE TO THE SOCIALIST CONCEPT OF PEACEFUL 

COEXISTENCE AND FOR OBVIOUS PRAGMATIC ECONOMIC REASONS. THEY BELIEVE 

THAT SUCH NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BEGIN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BEFORE U.S. . . 

, .. 

. POLITICIANS JEOPARDIZE THEIR COMMENCEMENT THROUGH ASSERTIONS THAT THE 5 . . & 
1 U.S. MUST INSIST DN. PRECONDITIONS BEFORE MEETING W1TH CURAN .OFFICIALS. ! :1 , ,,'.• 

1

~ Ill: l::XPLAINED THAT FIDEL C /\ S T .R O RUZ, CUBAN' P-RESIDENT OF THE COUNCILS'.;' 

\ 
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OF STATE AND MINISTERS, IN DEFENSE OF HIS OWN POLITICAL 

CONSIDERATIONS MIGHT REACT NEGATIVELY TO SUCH STATEMENTS AND 

TORPEDO THE NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE THEY EVEN GET STARTED. 
. . 

2, THE CUBAN OFFICIAL ENUMERATED SEVERAL OF THE OBSTACLES 

TO RENEWED RELATIONS WITH THE U.S., SUCH AS U.S. ECONOMIC SANCTIONS 

. AGAINST CUBA, IMPRISONED U.S. CITIZENS IN CUBA, AND THE CONTINUED 

. EXISTENCE OF THE GUANTANAMO BASE. HE INSISTED) HOWEVER, THAT RELATIONS 
. . 

WITH THE U.S. NOW HAVE SUCH A HIGH PRIORITY THAT SENIOR CUBAN OFFICIALS 

WOULD NOT ALLOW ANY ISSUE TO BLOCK NEGOTIATIONS. HE ADDED THAT THE 
'°~"'''"'~•111"""'-ll't. 

I ~1i3'0JfrJX'ff1"'PTR'S'"r"-S'1r!n.s~'trP7'.J1'1tJTtr""c'oNii::;tu';ticA T I ON s I-IO u L D LEAD Q u I CK Ly T 0 

RULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AGREEMENT ON BOTH SIDES TO PURSUE THE 
..._,_,, ______ --..,,..,,,.,.._.....,;.....,_.,._~'l•••·~~-,,h( . ..,...,.....1<......,.~..,,""""·"',...,.l<.....i~~\olt,1,l!.','"'"'l'.,..._,,,,..~.,,..,~,t.l.••'.•,\W,'1,,,;i~•l>'h',.:,ro,..._111.1,u·,n.1,.,,.,,.,;,;1,.;,:,: . ._tz\ •. ,.,i.:,,.;.,.·1i, ..-~.~U!tf'r.t:::.ic,;~,1r.;.M>.;.:.,:"'""1.tJ...,.,..,__"',,_..,,c.,..,.,..., .......... ,,...,.,, 

-SPECIFIC.ISSUES IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER .. AS AN EXAMPLE, THE CUBAN 

0 Fl;·I c~T1rc~·,-sxrn-1'HA7f"Tflt'B'ii1Tifv1in~ AL=L ,u. s. PR I SONEI{s WOULD BE RE LEASED 

VERY SOON AFTER NE(~OTIATIONS BEGIN BU'I' THAT SUCH TOPICS AS U.S. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 200---MILE I~ISHING ZONE AND FROZEN CUBAN ASSETS 

i · IN THE U.S. MIGHT TAKE LONGER TO RESOLVE. 
!. 

3. THB CUBAN OFFICIAL SAID THAT ANOTHJ3R MOTIVE FOR CUBA'S 

WANTING NEGOTIATIONS TO BEGIN IMMEDIATELY IS THE NEED TO RENEGOTIATE 

THE ANTI-HIJACKING AGREEMENT WHICH IS.OF GREAT IMPORTANCE FOR BOTH 
5 
4 NATIONS. REFERRINC TO THE CRASH OF THE CUBANA AIRLINER _IN OCTOBER 
J 
2 19 7 6 WHICH RESULTED IN CUBA'S WITHDRAWAL f:WM THE ANT I - IUJ ACKING AGREE·· 
l 

S-F~·1" C, - • ,., . . .. 
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MENT WITH THE U.S., HE SAID THE WORLD IS FULL OF- DEivfENTED PERSONS 
AGAINST WHOM BOTH THE U.S. AND CUBA MUST TAKE PRECAUTIONS. 

4 . 

. .l.f .(BENEi:· r T 
I I OF u. s. 

THE CUBAN OFFICIAL SAID THAT PERHAPS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
WHICH THE U.S. WOULD GAIN FROM RENEWED RELATIONS IS ACCESS \.' 

BUSINESS TO Tl-IE NEARBY CUBAN MARKET. HE SAID THAT AT HIGH 
LEVELS IN HAVANA THE CUBANS ARE TALKING IN TERMS OF U.S. BUSINESS 
GAINING U.S. $900 MILLION THE FIRST YEAR FOLLOWJ:.N(~ RENEWED RELATIONS 
THROUGH TRADE WITH CUBA. AS TO BENEFITS TC) BE .GAINED BY THE CUBANS, 
HE SAID, CUBA r S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS Ml GI-IT

1 

BE SOMEWHAT ALLEVIATED BY 
THE ABILITY TO SELL ITS SUGAR TO THE U.S. MARKET, WHIC:I-I IS SCANT 
\!OURS AWAY BY SHIP. 

5. COMMENT_: 

THAT IN LATE JANUARY 1977 A CUBAN MILITARY ATTACHE IN LATIN AMERICA 
SA.ID THAT THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT EXPECTS THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION 

., .. _,_.,. __ ,, _______ . - . -·. ,_ . ·-. TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CUBA. THE MILITARY 
. ATT,;\CllE SAID THAT C:URA NEEDS TO RENEW RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. ,. .. 

. BECAUSE,OF CUBA 1 S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND ITt NEED TO REGA1N THE 
:i u.-s. ViARKET. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE U.S. 11oui:,1)' HAVE TO LIFT THE ECONOM~ ,J. 
J IC llLOCKADE BEFORE CUBA WILL 0AKE ANY MOVE TOWARD IMPROVING RELATIONS 

\ f) 

\0 T! ! Tl Il.·.:, U ) . s. 
· ·~ ~·· · ') i··•1>< 0 , ,. 

~~ ·-
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6. FIELD DISSEM: NONE. 
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