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SWUUF, CUBAN DESIRE TO BEGIN DIRECT NEGQTIATIONS FOR RENEWED

"RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

ACQ

SOURCE

BEGIN DIRECT NEGOTIA-

INEWED RELATIONS AS SOON AS POSS

Sl
.zﬂ& Hong

- TIONS WITH THE:

R

5

>

ABLE.  THE

Lo

CUBANS HOPE TO ACHIEVE FULL PLOMATTC RELATIO&§;QUICKLY THROUGH

fa)

et e e e i b e .

' DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS WITH AGREEMENT ON BOTH -SIDES TO PURSUE TMMEDIATELY
N]] rtér ’

. [ mmy Cartér Library Copy



ooy K

E Uae Drevious
SRV ~ ’
' : a} & ! \3 BUiGons

TOFR U3

PAGE 2 OF 5 PAGES

FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT
SECRET TO CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT o

{elaxgification) {diszem controls)

o

....

THEREAFTER SPECIFIC ISSUES, SUCH AS THE RELEASE OF .U.s. PRISONERS, TU.s.”

ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST CUBA AND THE EXISTENCE OF THE GUANT ANAMO

“BASE. HE SAID THE CUBANS ALSO WANT THESE NEGOTIATIONS TO BEGIN
IMMEDIATELY SO THE ANTI-HIJACKING AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. MAY BE
RENEGOTIATED. END SUMMARY.

AND THE U.S. ACCORDING TO THE CUBAN. OFFICIAL, THE CUBAN'HiERARCHY IS
IN UNANIMOUS AGREEMENT THAT NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE U.S. SHOULD BEGIN
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND THAT THESE NEGOTTATIONS SHOULD_BE CONDUCTED
DIRECTLY BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO COUNTRTES RATHER THAN

© THROUGH AN "INTERMEDIARY SUCH AS MEXICO. THE CUBAN OFFICIAL SAID THAT
THE CUBANS ARE. INTERESTED IN THE POSSIBILITY OF RENEWED RELATIONS

- BECAUSE OF THE DESIRE TO ADHERE TO THE SOCIALIST CONCERT OF PEACEFUL
COEXISTENCE AND FOR OBVIOUS PRAGMATIC ECONOMIC REASONS. THEY BELIEVE

EHTHAT éQCH NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BEGIN AS SOON AS POSSTBLE BEFORE U.s.

POLITICIANS JEOPARDIZE THEIR COMMENCEMENT THROUGH ASSERTIONS THAT THE
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iiU.S. MUST INSIST ON PRECONDITIONS BEFORE MEETING WITH CUﬁAN.OFFICIALSQ
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"‘%lm EXPLAINED THAT FIDEL ¢ A §™F B0"K07 " CUBAN' PRESTDENT OF THE COUNCILS?
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OF STATE AND MINISTERS, IN DEFENSE OF HIS OWN POLITICAL
CONSIDERATIONS MIGHT REACT NEGATIVELY TO SUCH SFATEMENTS AND
TORPEDO THE NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE THEY EVEN GET STARTED .

2. THE CUBAN OFFICIAL ENUMERATED SEVERAL OF THE QBSTACLES

TO RENEWED RELATIONS WITH THE U.5., SUCH AS U.S. EHCONOMIC SANCTIONS

- AGAINST CUBA, IMPRISONED U.S. CITIZENS IN CUBA,'AND THE CONTINUED

- EXISTENCE OF THE GUANTANAMO BASE. HE INSISTED, HOWEVER, THAT RELATIONS

WITH THE U S. NOW HAVE ‘SUCH A HIGH PRIORIlY THAl SENIOR CUBAN OFFICIALS
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- WOULD NOT ALLOW ANY ISSUX TO BLOCK NEGOJIAFIONS "~ HE ADDED 1HA1 THE
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IMBORTANT FTRSTSTED"UT DIRECT COMMUNICATION SHOULD LEAD QUICKLY TO

KULL DIPLOMATIC RTLAI[ONS WTTH AGREEMENL ON BOTH SIDES'TO PURSUE THE
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SPECIFIC ISSUES IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER. ~AS AN EXAMPLE, THE CUBAN

- p—

OFﬁTﬁTXt“SKTﬁ“THﬂTWﬁﬁ BELIEVED ALL U.S. PRISONERS WOULD BE RELEASED
VERY SOON AFTER NBEGOTIATIONS BEGIN BUT THAT SUCH TOPICS AS U.S.
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 200-MILE EISHING ZONE AND FROZEN CUBAN ASSETS
IN THE U.S. MIGHT TAKE LONGER TO RESOLVE.

3. THE CUBAN OFFICTAL SAID THAT.ANOTHER MOTIVE FOR CUBA'S
WANTING NEGOTIATIONS TO BEGIN IMMEDIATELY IS THE NEED TO RENEGOTIATE
THE .ANTI-HIJACKING AGREEMENT WHICH IS.OF GREAT IMPORTANCE FOR BOTH
NATIONS. REFERRING TO THE CRASH OF THE CUBANA ATRLINER IN OCTOBER

1976 WHICH RESULTED IN CUBA'S WITHDRAWAL- FROM THE ANTI-HIJACKING AGREE“

SECRET
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MENT WITH THE U.S., HE SAID THE WORLD IS PULL OFﬂDEMENTED PERSONS
AGAINST WHOM BOTH THE U.S. AND CUBA MUST TAKE.PRECAUTIONS
4. THE CUBAN OFFICIAL SAID THAT PERHAPS THE MosST SIGNIFTCANT

I{ BFNLIIT WHICH THE U.S. WOULD GAIN FROM RENEWED RELATIONS IS ACCESS
}[OF U.S. BUSINTSS TO THE NEARBY CUBAN MARKET, HE SAID THAT AT HIGH

LEVELS TN HAVANA THE CUBANS ARE TALKING IN TERMS OF U.S. BUSINFSS

GAINING U.S. i9OO MILITON TME PIRSF YEAR POILOWING RTNEWED REI ATIONS

THROUGH TRADE WITH CUBA. AS TO BEVLFITb TO BL GAINLD BY THE CUBANS

HE SAID, CUBA'S LCONOMIC PROBLEMS MLGHT BL SOMEWHAT ALTTVIAILD BY
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THAT

HE ABILITY TO SELL ITS SUGAR TO THE U S MARKET, WHICH IS SCANT

HOURS AWAY BY SHIP.
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(HEADQUARTERS COMMENT :

A REGULAR SOURCE

RFPORTED

IN LATE JANUARY 1977 A CUBAN MILITARY ATTACHE 1IN LATIN AMTRICA

AID lHAF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT EXPECTS THE NEW U.s. ADMINISIRATION

TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS‘WI”H CUBA“"“THP MIL]TARY

S ATTACHE

SAID THAT " CURA NEEDS TO RENLW RFLATIONS WITH THE U.S.

UeS. MARKET.

EBILALS OF CUBA'S ]COVOMIC PROBLEMS AND ~ ITS ""NEED TO REGATN THE

HE ALSO SAID THAT THE U.S. WoULD HAVE TO LIFT THE ECONOM-

IC lIOLhADl B]bORL CUBA WILL MAKT ANY MOVE TOWARD iMPROVING'RELATIONS
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