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) 111 the Negeb, neaxr JBeersheba. France is supphring
: personnel. Since thsre 18 1o large seale native ao" ce of ura.nimn ore
and no evidence of a umnium metal plant, ue believe
are ale.o supply:lng the rea.etor ‘fuel elements. The na'"uml uranium
fuel graphite moderated reactor 19 believed to have a

| - 200 Mw ('Ihemal) Site preparation bega.n 1n 1958, construction 1n ’

. Thus Isre.el could be expected to be gble to produce ab,
) of weapon grade plutonium metal- by migd-1962 e.nd the 201 e
- ,'pluton:lum at a ra.te of e.ppmxinntely 60 kilograms B ye'
..,t.herefom be 1n a position to conduct her ﬁ.rst wea.pon stin the
latter part of 1962 or _early 1963. Since weapon tests' . Ismeli .
1tee1f would present sericus safety difficulties, 1t is ssible that

o
are o

.the French test site could 'be uaed for this purpose. j If"
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: required and weapons could be stockpiled beginning 1n the, latter half
of 1962 or early 1963.~ -, .' - B o

It 15 believed that the Israeli and/or French Govemments wlll make'. |
'8 ste.tement :Ln re@rd to tkus 1nste.uation within the next few days

The Joint Atomic Ehergy ‘Intelligence Committee 18 ;making a detailed

| study of this 1nstallation, and a more. complete atatemen‘b wm. be 1ssued

;'vhen the study 1s completed. R AP
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