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public posture represents true direction and objective Nasser's
policy. Prime Minister holds view that removal from Nasser's

mind of uncertainty regarding Israel's deterrent capacity contrary |
to best interests of both US and Israel. 2. It would appear '
highly imprudent apprise Nasser of nature US-Israel contacts on . |
this as on other matters. 1In view past experience, Prime Minister |
considers Nasser cammot be relied on not to exploit such informatic
either publicly or through diplomatic channels. If such informatic
became known harmful consequences and repercussions wculd ensue. |
Prime Minister wishes assure President Johnson above viewpoint
reached only after careful consideration all aspects of matter.

By way of elaboration, Levavi went on Israelis have reached
conclusion Egyptians going all out militarily and economically

to prepare for war and that progress made by Egyptians this |
direction impressive and worrying. He noted also that Nasser has
long history breaking his word when it suits him, that he might
easily reveal US-Israeli contacts in speech attacking US, and that
such information could get to Soviet bloc and be used for its
purposes.
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-2- 919, March 4, Midnight (SECTION TWO OF THREE) from Tel Aviv

understand our fears. The President should visit Israel (althoug
he realizes this not feasible), even if for only 24 hours, so tha
he could sense the atmosphere of this small country sutrounded
by enemies. The Israeli approach is an emotional one and necessa
s0., This remnant of a pecple and its children have a right to
live in peace.

_ I noted that comparison of Israel to a lamb not exactly accurate

i and repeated familiar arguments about the danger of preventive
war by Nasser which would ensue should Nasser rightly or wrongly
come to conclusion that Israel making atomic weapons. '

Prime Minister asked why it should not be possible to comvince
Nasser that Israel is not preparing aggressive war and why

US did not put more pressure on Nasser. He noted that if Israeli
talked as aggressively as Nasser, US would be angry and bring

33 heavy pressure to bear on Israelis. To this I rejoined that we c
‘ talk to Nasser and that we do try to influence him toward peaceft
policies. ;
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