£

Dalf Mail "ngnsdgy._Mmh 23, 1077

believed

LUDMILLA Alekseyeva

a terrible story. Or has she ?

The Moscow dissident movement is under siege.
Three of the ten members of her human rights group are
in prison, not because  they fought the Kremlin with
terrorist vielence, but because they wrote documents
about the Helsinki agreement and spake to the wcstern

Press.
The label
Stalin Yeats—has been

“Amerlean spy'—that old bogeyman of the
n plnned on a Jew whose only crime s

te want to joln his wife in Isrnel.

Leonid Brezhnev, speaking
in Moscow on quduy. con-
firmed the drift back to Lhe bad
old days of spy-mania. -

The dissidents, he says, are
‘nccomplices I not asents of
droperialism,” serving the ‘sub-
yersjve' Interests’ of ‘foreigno -
intelllgence centres.' ;. g+ :

President Carier, n.l’h‘.'r 51|
porting these brave people, s
attacked in Pravda and Izvestia,
Mr. Brezhnev pours seorn o

© ““Washington's “claims to teach

others how to live', and assures
his cheering hand-pleked
nudlence : “We will not tolerate
interference in  our {nternal
nl!nlrs b}' pnyone and umder any
prete

Durk hints are murmured in
Moseow about a return to the
cold war and the Jdangers of
nuclear conflict.

The Soviet woll has. howled
and. us Usual. started a panie
among the shecp in the West.
Doesn't Corter reatise what he's
dolng ¥ How can he put the
pence of the world at risk for
the suke of a few  Moscow
intellectuals ?

Subtle

They knew what they werd
doing, didn't they ¥ What bugt-
ness 15 1L of ours how the Soviet
Unign runs its own allalrs ? Dr
Bakharov ls & brave man, but
Is he worth & war ?

A few years azo Mrs Alek-
seyeva would have been shol
for doing o tenth of what she's
done. Things are slowly but
steadlly improving In Hussla.
Why should we complain about
that ?

Owne does not have to be
g Hremlinologist to see
how wide of the mark
such questions are. The
Sowviet Union is not Hitler's
Germany, Amin's Uganda
or even  Stalin's Russid.
The KGB does not feed
its wvietims fo the croco-
diles or put them into gas
chambers, aithough thelr
new habit of infecting
them aoith painful drugs
is o worthy refinement on
the old-fashioned methods.
main complaint
inst the Soviet rizment -
5 not the number of its

' the Btate ‘the-onl

by

has told the Daily Mail

Khgholas B;é;hellzl

EXPERT ON RUSSIAN AF‘FAIRS
AND ‘AUTHOR OF ‘THE LAST SECRET'

political  prisoners  or  the
SAVAEgETY O its  phystead
tortures. It 5 something
subtler than that. Its evil lies
in the fact that for six decades,
through a nelwork of agents
and part-time helpers. several
million strong, it tried to
crush the® spirit of Russin,
hornessing its pmples x!.‘ni‘l.lr.
to the greater glory ?
of one p.a.-ticu!ar pallhlcal ine,
Everyone, it has decreed.

must -nct angd thipk soclalism.’

Anyone who does not is an out-
cast or & criminal.
Of course, there arg many in
Russin who believe in com-
unism and are content to
demlc their lfe's work to It
But anyone who is not content
knows well what to expect. His
first  deflant ste will be
noticed and he will be watched.
will be compiled, h!.s
telephone La‘ppcd and his mail
opened before delivery. Than he
will be called to the and
r?.]md_ e will be wameﬂ once
anly.

If he persists, he will be Jdis-

from his job and, with
employer,
unable to get another one. He
now_has no salary. He earns a
E&:‘lc from time to time doing

Jobs.
Some  of his friends, who

his fate, will give him presents
from time to ther Irien
will be to the EGB,
warned of the umus ql'
associating with . s

gerous ' character and k—
mailed into

apying an
If his children .are at school,
they may be ‘sent to Coventry'
b.'.r the other children on & tea-
l.utrucﬂon.u. nr hls chlld-
mn m ab lmi\rerslla' they will

probs.bl maliul.
Bome wlll at,::mmn \:ﬁd

will tell him how much harm
hlﬁ a-:tl\'ltles have caused them
all and will beg him to desist,

It takes rare. wwa ta light-s would |
£ Joln tmu— wifp

Hut thm people
ant ? wny should
Carter write to Dr

sep Mr &lkws% t Because he
belleves that disaldents,
though few In number, do re-

present somet in the 5Dviut

(e ey wd o e

hope tha' T B! W
ventunlly chan

that President

(,a.rtem hﬁlmeundemd. His infer-
r 3 .
only dangerous,

ference s

they say, it also encourages the
Soviet ‘hard line'' and under-
mines the ‘liberals’ But there
are others less optimistic aboul
the abllity of the Boviet system
to d:angn Into meth.ing clvi-

Bitter

hun-com.munlat political
groups, they ‘say, must be
encourpged by tne West and
enabled to operate, within Soviet
law and without violence, Un-
less these groups exist, there s
no path -of reform "for he
country to take,

The Kremlin, will carry ‘on
making " loud nolses about
‘interference.  They see every
critic a5 on eneémy, and-are
more frightencd of writers
than we are of m 18~ 5
and  yet, while compla
bltterly about Presiden
1 %ﬂinles :}jjch s.smt-lUf 5
thew osom anca Da.‘inx
what Lneg a8 thelr natural
part in the a.l!airs Jof Britain.

Thelr Embassy’ DMfcials here
attend m‘l‘h mld get-

e vide our
Pty with {ree

?gcﬂfgm - Party
vodka -and “cheap  holldays.’

" Ludmilla: finding frecdom. in

Cnm'.r 3 " i _
. no -more than an act of

Bﬁ'ukich.
'f‘hey aidvise uuf,q,oé 1o supmt

Eaﬁ

Sear they ever wrote: ko the
Mayor neﬁmﬂm ta prevent
the erection of-a war memorial.

They can hardly accuse
us of  starting something
new.  We are:merely do-
ing wmz ‘they h

' _;..__a‘_How

uestlon - would
arisen, bat 1"
nev listened to

polnt and

can one say -

whose fears. run; 50, deep,

whose human 1, rus are
so shallow: & e il
geparate nus“ and
wives, then, “hnprison

people who brings such
cases to his  atfention?
- Who will ever beliepe any-
!?r.irm he signs again?
There is one consolation ot
the end of this dismal atoly
B 05 ibey 4xs Histedtn T
¥ une they are 0 4
members of Mrs Alekseyeva’s
committee.
now destroy
which are avallable in the West
o thow how the Soviet Unlon

. dishonours her agreembpts

However much they per-
secute the other members,
they-.can now. ficcomplish

revenge, which will be yet
another proof of how far
communlab Russia 1s from

. civilised standards
they proclaim so loudly

“and hypoeritically.”




