. crrVIVUE te
—_— Rimane ~/ w oo ‘o’

e

CENTRAL‘INTELHGENCE AGENCY
Intelligence Information Cable w4285

PAGE 1 OF 4 PAGES
fnn DA it NAVY _AIA JCS SECOEF NSA NIC AID USBIA S0O ONE OCR ORR DCs _cas

. g ClA/NMCC
Z+0  poj
7 manial comtaine Inom Lo A hicn o a7 mARNer 56 &5 BRAURONEed Persca 18 PronIbited BY av, T Tt 18 D30,
1 Sicus
E (1
- d ocbowibention
- THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATI_D INTELLIGENCE.
cre ! i
) IU EZ 3 Z DIST 10 MAY 1967
' : g ' _BATOR__—
COUNTRY BOLIVIA/CUBA/CONGO CaoTTOER
. BUDGET
pO! JANUARY - APRIL 1967 : . —DAVIS
' +  __GINSBURGR
fUSJECT THE PRESENCE OF ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA WITH THE BOLIVIAN ﬁ”ﬁ "
GUERRILLAS AS REPORTED BY JULES REGIS DEBRAY AND CIRO _._mnsog’
ROBERTO BUSTOS . —JORDEN
_KEENY
S _KOMER
- - TANLOR
ACQ P T T
SOUSCE | T
|
|
1. " 'COMMENT: THE FOLLOWING IS THE FIRST REPORT
—— e+ b —— e e o oy e T

—— ——
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SINCE HE DISAPPEARED IN MARCH 1965.)

2. THE FAMED ARGENTINE-BORN CUBAN GUERRILLA LEADER ERNESTO

"CHE". GUEVARA WAS PRESENT WITH THE MAIN GROUP OF BOLIVIAN

GUERRILLAS IN SOUTHEAST BOLIVIA FROM LATE MARCH UNTIL AT LEAST

20 APRIL 1967. HE WAS SEEN IN THE CAMP BY JULES REGIS DEBRAY

AND CIRO ROBERTO BUSTOS DURING THIS PERIOD. HE PERSONALLY MET
WITH DEBRAY THREE TIMES ANR_WXTH_BUSTOS ONCE: IN ORDER TO

DISCUSS WITH THEM THE POLITICAL SITUATION AND TO GIVE THEM ' i

INSTRUCTIONS TO CARRY TO EUROPE AND TO ARGENTINA. "CHE"

P

GUEVARA TOLD BUSTOS DURING THEIR CONVERSATION THAT HE HAD

R ettt

ARRIVED IN BOLIVIA DURING SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1966 IN ORDER TQ

o ewe - A W ey e

BEGIN A GUERRILLA MOVEMENT THAT WOULD SPREAD TO OTHER PARTS

OF LATIN AMERICA.

R - . ew

3. “CHE" GUEVARA ARRIVED AT THE MAIN GUERRILLA CAMP,

HEADED BY GUIDO PEREDO LEIGUE, SHORTLY AFTER 20 MARCH 1967,

. $ : .
I ———

WHEN PEREDO HAD RETURNED FROM A RECONNOITERING MISSION IN THE
AREA TO THE NORTH OF THE NACAHUAZU CANYON. GUEVARA WAS STILL

WITH THE GUERRILLAS WHEN DEBRAY AND BUSTOS LEFT THE GUERRILLA
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GROUP ON 20 APRIL 1967, "URBANO" AND "MOMBO", BOTH CUBAN

MULATTOS, WERE GUEVARA'S BODYGUARDS. [T COMMENT: THE

PHOTOGRAPH FOUND BY NEWSMEN IN THE NACAHUAZU GUERRILLA CAMP OF
A MAN WHO SUPERFICIALLY RESEMBLED "CHE" GUEVARA IS A PHOTO OF

"URBANO", GUEVARA'S BODYGUARD.)

4.‘ ) lCOMMENT: JORGB VASQUEZ MACHICADO VIANA, A GUERRILLA

CAPTURED ON 29 APRIL 1967, DURING AN INTERROGATION

AT A DIFFERENT DATE, AT FIRST CLAIMED THAT "“CHE" K

! GUEVARA WAS STILL WITH THE GUERRILLA GROUP OF GUIDO PEREDO,
BUT LATER CHANGED HIS STORY TO SAY THAT GUEVARA HAD LEFT FOR

- —d i e e = By —— —

ARGENTINA IN PEBRUARY AFTER HAVING BEEN WITH THE GUERRILLAS

, BEFORE THAT DATE. IT IS NOT CLEAR IF VASQUEZ ACTUALLY SAW
| GUEVARA, OR ONLY MAS TOLD OF FIS PRESHNCE. GUERRILLAS CAPTURED
PREVIOUSLY {PASTOR BARRERA QUINTANTA, SALUSTO CHOQUE CHOQUE
‘ AND VICENTE RQCABADQ TERRAZAS) ALL REPORTED THAT THEY HAD
BEEN TOLD THAT GUEVARA WAS IN BOLIVIA AND WITH THE GUERRILLAS,

BUT THEY CLAIMED THEY NEVER SAW HIM IN PERSON. AS THE CAPTURED.

GUERRILLAS HAD PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE CAMP ONLY DURING
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20 FEBRUARY - 17 MARCH 1967. AND "CHE" WAS TO HAVE LEFT THE
CAMP BEFORE FEBRUARY 1967 AND RETURNED AFTER 20 MARCH, IT IS
ONLY LOGICAL THAT THEY COULD NOT HAVE SEEN PERSONALLY. THE
STORIES OF ALL SIX PERSONS WHO HAD ACCESS TO THE GUERRILLA

CAMP EACH INDEPENDENTLY TELL ESSENTIALLY THE SAME STORY.)

5. ACCORDING TO DEBRAY, GUEVARA TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD SPENT
ONE YEAR IN THE CONGO FOLLOWING DISAPPEARANCE FROM PUBLIC

SIGHT, BUT THAT HIS REVOLUTIONARY ATTEMPTS HAD BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL

THERE. |

6. ._—w.d DISSEM: STATE, ARMY, AIR, CINCSO (ALSO SENT | ]

‘ - s P —. VRN e e e e i — -

== L ——— s D - . 1 il s | - -— ]

classifcation

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



LBJL, NSF: Country File: Latin America, Box 8, Folder, “Bolivia vol 4, 1/66 — 12/68 [3 of 3]”



NATIONAL
SECURITY

ARCHIVE

This document is from the holdings of:
The National Security Archive
Suite 701, Gelman Library, The George Washington University
2130 H Street, NW, Washington, D.C., 20037
Phone: 202/994-7000, Fax: 202/994-7005, nsarchiv@gwu.edu

Read related article:

Che Guevara and the CIA in the Mountains of Bolivia

2020-10-09


https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/cuba-intelligence/2020-10-09/che-guevara-cia-mountains-bolivia

