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In a meeting on September 1 of the IRG/ARA Committee on
Counteringurgency to determine (1) the validity of the docu-

uents in questiom and (2) the course of actiom to be followed,

i it vas agreed that the documents could have rather bxoad
g ramifications and should therefore be considered at a higher
: level,
The Bolivian Government, specifically Gemeral Ovendo, had
instructed the Bolivisn military courier who brought the docu-

ments to return before the resumption of the Debray trial with
the most important documents and a report of their analysis
vhich would provide answers to two questions:

L« VR -

1. Has Che Guevars been presemt in Bolivia?
: 2. 1s thexe proof of Cuben participation in the guerrilla
operations?
A response to General Ovando's request raises at least the
following questions:
g 1. Does it involve us in the Debray trial in s usy that
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would hurt us and the Solivians? The Commmists,

for .quh. may assert we fabricated the documents.
Th.hmchmmychntgnnarlcout to et Debray,
ete,

How much technicsl anelysis should we provide? On all
documents? On ouly some? In writing?! Orally?

Should we encourage Bolivia te seek help elsewhere?
Cnthudomubuusdlntbm“q!v‘mmh‘
vs. Cube?

Should we counsel Bolivia to disclose some documents,
but not all, since some of the documents provide eddi-
tional intelligence leads that may be veluable?

Veriocus alternatives were suggested foxr handling the problem.

The possibility was noted that the returm of the Boliviam courier

with the documents and report could, if necessary, be delayed
for a few days to permit adequate time for implementing whichever

option were chosen, The 5 options considered were:

1.
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To return the documents with a techmical report for the
Bolivian Govermnment to use at the trial, i.e., respond

to the Ovando request,
Have the Boliviam Govermment publicly!y announce that

it had captured certain documente, especially passports,
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A,

3.

and request the U.S, Governmentto previde experxts om
identification to anslyze the documents.

To follow the same procedure as (3.) dut for the Bolivian
Gonrnnnt to direct its rcquuc to several countries
mwg the U.8, Othex pouiblo countries ineclude
Argentins, where Guevera was bown, Mexico, Perw, and
Guv:anh!b_u‘bciahno\nwmund.dkndl
where amomg other places the passports were used.

To follow the same procedure as im (2.) but with the
Bolivian Govermment request directed to the OAS and
with membex governments of the OAS deing cslled on to
essist on the verification as feasidle.

To follow the procedure of (4.) dut include the request
that the OAS estadlish an investigating coomittee with
the purpose of cooxdimating the effoxte of member
govermments.

0f the various alternatives: The first hss the deficiency

of linking the U.$. too closely to the Debray trial. Alternative

2 slso represents am unnseessary involvemeat of the U.8, on a

bilaterel basis. As betweem Bolivia calling om various cowntries
individually and turnimg to the OAS for assistance, the latter
would be preferable, if feasible, particularly since it would
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coincide with the forthcoming meeting of the OAS Foxeign
Ministers to consider Cubem intervention in Venesuela., The
evidence which has beem found in the Bolivian case would generally
strengthen the anti-Cuban case in the MM, PFimelly, alternative
3 is preferable to 4 decause it inodu 8 forma] OAS mechanism
for dealing with the Bolivian {ssuwe.

However, the Bolivism Government has 20 far beem unwilling
to utilize the OAS machinery om its guerrilla prodlem ox associate
1ts case with the Vemezuslan case, There is aleo the complicating
problen that the OAS machinery may grind toe slowly to meet
Bolivia's needs,

Thus, I suggest we oucoursge Bolivia to follow elteraative 3
mtbmmt.;ﬂthhmwdomnudcu. We should ask
th.!ouMWteohcpnmttbdomuonmiu-
tioms procedures for further study, Moreover, a prelixinsry
analysis of them suggests that they would be useful pumc-ﬁl;
only if we were willing to disclose U.8, coummications intelligemce.

ARA/BC:WBroderick:nf
KMSayre:ars 9/2/67

ce: Mrx, Lister, Mr, Allen
—SECRET—

COPY LBJ LIBRARY




Source: Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library, National Security Files, Intelligence Files, Box 2, Folder
"Guerrilla Problems in Latin America"
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