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1. (C) WE WANT TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE WITH YOU 
OUR VIEW OF THE MILITARY/PARAMILITARY SITUATION IN 
COLOMBIA. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE ARE CONSISTENT IN OUR 
MESSAGE TO COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND NGO''S ON 
THIS CRUCIAL ASPECT OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS IN 
COLOMBIA. 

2. (C) WHEN THE PASTRANA ADMINISTRATION CAME INTO POWER 
IN AUGUST, VICE PRESIDENT BELL, DEFENSE MINISTER LLOREDA, 
AND ARMED FORCES COMMANDER TAP LAS PLEDGED TO -IMPROVE THE 
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HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION BY, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CUTTING ALL 

TIES BETWEEN THE MILITARY AND PARAMILITARIES, AND BY GOING 
AFTER PARAMILITARIES. 

eel' 

__ J 
THE APPOINTMENT TO KEY POSITIONS OF SEVERAL GENERALS 
CREDIBLY ALLEGED TO HAVE TIES TO PARAMILITARIES .. THESE ·p._ 
INCLUDE GENERALS FERNANDO MILLAN PEREZ, RITO ALETO DEL.RIO 
ROJAS, AND RAFAEL HERNANDEZ LOPEZ. = 

:_j ANOTHER GENERAL, 
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JAIME HUMBERTO USCATEGUI, IS UNDER INVESTIGATION FOR 
COMPLICITY IN THE PARAMILITARY MASSACRE IN MAPIRIPAN IN 
L997: 

4. (C) OUR 1997 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT STRONGLY CRITICIZED 
THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT FOR ITS FAILURE TO CONFRONT 
PARAMILITARY ORGANIZATIONS, AND OUR DRAFT REPORT FOR 1998 
DOES AS WELL. ALL INDICATIONS ARE THAT PARAMILITARISM HAS 
CONTINUED TO GROW DURING .THE PASTRANA ADMINISTRATION, AND. 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS DONE LITTLE TO. CONFRONT THEM. REF 
(B), RECEIVED A LITTLE OVER A WEEK AGO, STATES THAT 
SECURITY FORCES DID NOT INTERVENE DURING 19 SEPARATE· 
ATTACKS IN WH!Q.H. 143 CIVILIANS WERE KILLED OVER FOUR ~AYS 
IN JANUARY. 

5. ( C) 

FOR EXAMPLE,. 23 PARAMILITARIES °IN 
URABA SURRENDERED TO AN ARMY UNIT FEBRUARY 23, 1998 AFTER 
RUNNING OUT OF AMMUNITION AND OTHER SUPPLIES DURING A 
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CONFRONTATION WITH GUERRILLAS. \ 

CONFTDENTIAL 
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