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Subject: ‘Mexman Student Riots Highly: Embarrassmg But Not a Threat to Stability

The rioting of preparatory students in Mexico City, which has subsided, was highly
 embarrassing and of serious concern 0 'bhé govei'mnen'h, but never a threat to its

Stébility. Characteristically the government reacted with military force when it de-

! >cided the situation had reached the critical point. The ‘governmen’o ﬁill probably
-attempt to justify its use of mili'béry force and its violation of university autonomy
as necessary measures dictated by the volatile ‘na'bure of the situation., As the date of
the Olympics approaches, “bhe adminlstratlon of Pres:_d nt Diaz Ordaz will step up its

efforts tc head-off student demonstrations and the securi*l{y forces will grow increasing-
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1y sensitive to any indication of trouble. _ A }
' N
arrass 1 ility. The riots were unprecedented in scdRe N
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and intensity and came at a time when the government of Mexico was most anxious to t\
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impress the world as a deserving host for the October Olympies. The government, whei;&hb;
has worked hard to prepare for the Olympic galnes, will not soon forget the damage wh\lch°

the student mobs inflicted on Mexico's reputation abroad. Press accounts of the de
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= ment of tanks and armored cars agailnst student barricades served to picture Mexico %5

=< >
a battlzground, not unlike Paris during the May-June civil disturbances. %e%ctacl:.

of paratroopers smashing students in the face with rifle butts and draggﬁtm

school building in the heart of downtown Mexico City is without precededl m)%c
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‘yeafs and eertainly not in_keeping with Mexico's public relations image as the most

g stable and'progressive country in Latin America.

Because of ‘the mbnqlithic"nétufe of the Mexican politicel system the riots were

ne#er_a threat to govermment stability, however difficult they were to control. The

 student sector. by itself is incapable of seriously threatening cstablished authority

in Mexico. Tb dd sorit would need widespread support from the labor -and/or peasant
éeétors and th¢fe have been no indications that either of these groups is sympathetic
o sfudent interests. Both arejpart of fne Institutionel Révplutionary Party (PRI)
which has ruled Mexico éincé_the 1910 revolution. Some student leaders apparently
éought factory worker sﬁpport but there is no evidence they were successful.

Thé vast majority‘of students‘did not participate in the mob action and according
to a}humber bf_fépdrts, students wefe concerned about the menner in waicii Mexico's

good name was béing blackened. A student leader apparently requested police inter-

vention when the_July <6 demonstration against alleged police brutality spilled over

into Violence; Abouﬁ 2,000 or 3,000 students actually took part in tine rioting and
looting which oceurred on 26 and 29 July, whereas about 80,000 marched on August 1 in
a protest demonstration that was not marked by any major violenqe.

Goverpment response. The governmegt, as it has in past, moved gquickly with
all the forece it decmed dccessary as soon as it was convinced tnat the situation was
getting oﬁn of control. A strategic committee of tne Secretariat of Interior the
head of which nas presiduntial ambitions, and'othér high govermment officials was
established immediately alter viclence erupted July 26. The committee decided to.
allow tino students to offervesce fqr a time hoping that the situation would not
bucome violent.,  doveves, Lroops were aleoted  and moved Into position. The govern-
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: ment-appgrently.considered the period around the 29th crucial and when it acted, it
used massive force in an effort to convince the rempaging students ﬁhét it would not
‘folerate a breakdown inApublic order. After the initial crack down, in which:para-
thoopérs fired a bazooka shell into.the door of a prepafatory school, the military
‘seemingly employed limited force t6 break up student gatherings.,

'Af the same time that fofce‘was being applied the government worked quietly with
the rector of the.National Aufdnomous University and some student leaders. . The
strategic cpmmittee, acting on instructions from the president, advised the rector to
éncourage demqnstrations oﬁ the university'cémpus and even to criticize the govern~
ment, The.mayor,oﬁ Mex106‘City met with the head of thé-Nétional_Federation of

-Technical'Students on the subject of the withdrewal of federal troops to permit student
leaders to attempt to restore order in the student commun&ty. ‘

nggxgm@ni—ling; The government has publicly accused the.communists of engineering
ihe civil disturbances and the security forces claim they have evidence linking the
Communist party to the riots. It seems fairly certain that communist youth mémbers
celebrating the anniversary of Fidel Castro's‘reyolution managed.to take over the
July 26 demonstration which had been authorized by the govermment., The role which
communist sgitators were able to play from this point on is not clear, however,band there
is little doﬁbt‘that_many of the rampaging étudents were not under communisi control.

But for face-saving rcasons the government will probaﬁly continue to stress the communist
role and a¥iempt to play down the degrée»of non—-communist pafticipation.

University autonomy is still a major issue in Latin America. Nevertheless, the
guestion is probably less volatiie now than it was several years ago., Two democratic
govermments (Colombia  and Venezuela) have violated university autonomy with relative
impunity. The Mexican govermment has taken the position that autonomy is not the same
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 &§ extfahtérriﬁbriality and that it does not meen that a school and its students are
: free from law enforcement This positibn could strike a responsive cord in public

.‘;opxnlon because it is opposed 1o the destruction of property. »The gqvernment,will

probgbly also seek 4o show that 1t§_use of force was the only aetion‘thejmoﬁ couid

'~undeTSténd‘énd'that it was the mejor deterrent*iﬁ preventing the disordersf from

a spreadlng..

Qgﬁlggk As the October date of the Olymplc games draws near, “the gOVernment

w1ll probale become 1ncreasingly sen81t1ve to any degree of unrest and wmll make Some

efforts'to paclfy tne.student communlty.‘ Student dlsorders are endemic to Mexico and

' violénce is 1almost'always possible. But usually the govexnment is able to head-off .

trouble before it beglns through 1ts many contacts and controls w1th1n the btudent
communlty. Apparently thls monlterlng system broke down in the case of the July 26
riot. Certalnly the government would never have authorized the demonstratlon if it had

believed ‘there was any‘possxblllty"of violence developing. For this reason connebtlons

" and chtrolsAwithin the_stu&ént groups and academic faculties will}almosﬁ surely be

indreéééd.:

The security forces wili remain alert and réady'to react at -the. first sign of
trouble, Studéh{ agitators who were clearlyviﬁvolved in the rioting can expect to remain
in jail for many months. Most of the other students will probably be released. Un-

desirable foreign elements, including five French students who may have been involved

in the demonsirations, may be départed. Apparently radical students Ceel that their

efforts héve been stymied by the govermment for the present, but A they plan to
reorganise and-build for new agitatioﬁ to culminate some.time within the next three
months.  Such activities will be watched cloéely by the police and agitators not already
in Jail can expect to be arcested at the ollgﬂtest pirovocation.
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:m comb Lution mé- 80, 000"stuaents ';ﬁérching on Avgust 1 and the mk of
:.Jslgnlflcant vAoltnce on that day would seem E7) 1nd1cate that the 51tuat10n has
:'ufdefinitely éhlfted from a state of v1olunce to one of peaceful protests. But it also
;shows that the student communlty'is agltated and willlng o demonstrate publlcly its
:‘opposition to the government. The government's tactic of worklng quletly wlth some

' ’-.:student leaders and the unlver31ty rector, as well as other academlc offlclals,

b‘,could be paylng diV1dends.‘ However, the situation has not yet stablllzed and an

incz&ent could spark into v101ence w1thout wavnlng.
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