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FOR S/35 DU OFFICEZR StCRETARIAT, ATIN: fHR. TTLE. FROM
SITUATION ROQi. R SUNDY INSTRUCTED THAT E FOLLOWING
MESSAGE FROM \THE PRZSIDzNT TO PRIME MINISFER OF GREAT
BRITAIN BEL PASSED TO YOU AND ASXED THAT WE_POINT OUT

THAT PARA. TWO IS FOR ACTION WITHIN THEZ DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
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TO THE PRIME MINISTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

DEAR FRIEND: :
FIRST LET HE SAX HOW SORRY AM THAT THE PROPOSED
TEXT OF MY STATEMENT NAS BEEN 0 SLOW TO GET TO YOU. VWE
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MUST USE OUR OWN MACKINE IN SUCW CASES.

I AY INSTRUCTING OUR EXPERTS TC CCNFER AT ONCE
WIT- YOURS 70 PRGVIDZ THE BEST PCSSNOLE LEGAL CASE, WHICH
WILL REZST IN THg/FIRST INSTANCE ON THE RIO TREATY. BUT
YOU ARE CERTAINLY RIGHT ABOUT THE WID ISSUES VWHICH
ARISZ IN THE §2bLEAR AGE, AND OUR PEOPDE FEEL A
STRONG CASE CAN BE BUILT ON THEW. -

IT IS AHIS WHOLE SERIES OF WID&R ISSUBS THAT HAS :
GOVERNED ®Y INITIAL DECISION. I FULLY RECOGNIZE THE HAZARDS o8
WHICH YOU RIGHTLY POINT OUT, BUT I HAVE HAD TO\ TAKE ACCOUNT 2

HE EFFEZCT OF INACTION IN THE FACE OF 0BVIOUS ﬁi;
AND DEEY A SOVIET CHALLENGE. THIS IS NOT SINPLY 8GR MAINLY i
A GATTHR OF AMERICAN PUBLIC CPINION, AND AS FOR L
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TIME./BUT THIS IS SO DEEP A BREACH IN THE CONVENTION§ OF THE INTER~—LF.

THAT OUR DETERMINATION IS LOW, THAT WZ ARE UNABLE TQ MEE
OUT COMMITMENTS, AND IT WOULD INVITE FURTHER AND STILL
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I §§;OGNIZE THZ PARTICULAR HAZARD OF A RIPCSTE IN 3zZRLIN,
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MORE DANGIROUS XCVES.

BUT IN £ WIDZR SzZucI I SELIEVE THAT INACTION WOULD oz STILL

—_—

¥ ORE DANGEROUS TC C!'R PCSITION IN THAT 2UTPCST.

I ASSURE YCU 4CST SCLEMNLY THAT THIS IS NOT SIMPLY
A MATTER OF OUSZD PUBLIC CPINION CR OF PRIVATL
PASSION AGAIN CUBA. AS I AY SURE YOU KNOW, I HAVE
REGULARLY RESISYZD PRESSURZ FCR UNRZASCONABLE CR EX
ACTION, AND I AiN\NOT INTZRISTZD IN A SQUABBLE WI
BUT THIS IS SCHETANNG CIFFZRENT: THE FIRST STp
SHOWDOWN WITH KHRUSKChzV, WHCSE ACTION IN TH CASt IS SO
AT VARIANCE VITH WHAK ALL Thi SCVIET EXPERTS HAVE PREDICTED
THAT IT IS NECZSSARY RO REVISE CUR WHOLEL TIMATE OF HIS
LEZVEL OF DEZSPERATICN CR AMBITION, OR BOTH.

THE PARTICULAR POINTR WHICH YOU ,RAISE ABOUT EUROPEAN
PUBLIC OPINION AREZ UNDERSTRNDABLZ AND HAVE BEZEN MUCH IN OUR
MINDS. WE HAVEZ SOME THOUGHTS\ ABOUT MEETING THEM ABOUT WHICH
WE MUST BE IN TOUCH. I ALSC AGREZz’ THAT WE MUST XKEEP IN THE
CLOSEST TOUCH ABOUT BEZRLIN AND\JHAT WE CAN DO THIS BEST
WHEN WE HAVE THE FIRST SOVIET REMCTION.

CASTRO.
IN A MAJOR
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MINIMUM OF FORCE, BUT I KNCW OF NO SURE ESCAPE FROM THE
PROBLEM OF THE FIRST SHOT. OUR BEST BASIC COURSE IS FIRMNESS,
NOW. I LOOK FORWARD TC OUR TALK. -

BT
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OUR NAVAL COMMANDERS ARE INSTRUCTED TO Qg;ETHE VERY
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