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FOR S1 S DU Y Off IC.SR SECRETARIAT, ATTN: MR. TTL£. FROM 
SITUATION R 0~. ~R. SUNVY INSTRUCTED THAT E FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE FROM THE PR~SIDiNT TO PRIME MINIS R OF GREAT 
BRITAIN BE PA SEO TO YOU AND ASK£D THAT E_POINT OUT 
THAT PARA. T~O IS FOR ACTION WIThIN THE DEPARTMENT OF STAT£. 

TO THE PRL·l E ~nNI'bTER FRCM THE PRES WENT 

DEAR FRIEND: 
FIRST LET ;,JE SA'( HOW SORRY /4 AM THAT THE PROPOSED 

TEXT Of' MY STATEMENT XAS BEEN SO SLOW TO GET TO YOU. WE 
' 
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MUST USE OUR OWN MAC~INE IN sue~ CASES. 

: AM INSTRUCtING OUR EXPERTS TC CCNFER AT ONCE 
WIT.~ YOURS TO PR<}~ ID£ THE BEST PCS i3LE LEGAL CASE, WHICH 
WI LL R£S T IN TH1/ r IRST INSTANCE ON 'E RIO TREATY. BUT 
YOU ARE CERTA*LY RIGHT ABOUT THE WID ISSUES WHICH 
ARIS~ IN TP.E. CLEAR AGE, AND OUR PEO? FEEL A 
STRONG CASE C N BE BUILT ON THEi'J. · 

IT IS/HIS WHOLE SERIES OF WIDER ISSU THAT HAS 
GOVERNED M INITIAL DECISION. I FULLY RECOG ZE THE HAZARDS 
WHICH YOU RIGHTLY POINT OUT, BUT I HAVE HAD T TAKE ACCOUNT 
ALSO OF HE EFFECT Of INACTION IN THE FACE OF OBVIOUS 
AND DEE A SOVIET CH_ALLENGE. THIS IS NOT SIMPLY R MAINLY 
A i·l A TT OF'· AMERICAN· PUBLIC OP IN ION, AND AS FOR L ING 
UND.C:R 'MISSiLE-TH!tEAT;··WE TOO HAVE BEEN DOING THA FOR SOME 

- ,, 

.. ~------~-
0 

.. 
G 13 .- .. 1 

TIME. BUT THIS IS SO DEEP A BREACH IN. THE CONVENTIO 0~ THE INTER .. :.. · 
NATI NAL STALSV.ATE THAT IF UNCHALLENGED IT WOULD.DEEP Y 
SH CONFIDENCE IN THE UNIT~D STATES, ESPECIALLY INT ·LIGHT 
OF Y REPEATED WARNINGS~ 1T WOULD PERSUADE KHRUSHCHEV A OTHERS 
TH TOUR DETtRMINATION IS LOW, THAT-WE ARt.UNABLE ~O MEE 
0 T COMMITMENTS, AND IT WOULD INVITE FURTHER AND STILL 
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I ~c.COGNIZE TH::: PARTICULAR :-{fl.ZARO OF A RIPOSTE IN 3::::RLIN, 
3UT IN E WID::::R s:::~s::: I 9ELIEVE THAT INACTION WOULD aE STILL 
MORE DAN ROUS TO Cl'~ PCS IT ION IN THAT OUTPOST. 

I ASSU E YCLl ~CST SCLE~NLY THAT THIS IS NOT SIMPLY 
A ~ATTER Of OUS:::D PUBLIC CPINION CR OF PRIVATE 
PASSION AGAIN CU3A. AS I A:1 SURE YOU KNO\u, I HAVE 
REGULARLY RESIS :::J PRESSURS FCR ~~REASONABLE OR EX SSIVE 
ACTION, AND I A~ OT INT:::~:::STED IN A S~UABBLE WI CASTRO. 
BUT THIS IS so:-:ET' ·~G DIFF'ER£NT: TliE FIRST ST- IN A MAJOR 
SHOVDOWN WITh KhRU ChEV, l.i/HCSE ACTION IN TH CASE IS SO 
AT VARIANCE ~ITH WhA ALL TliE SCVIET EXPERT HAVE PREDICTED 
THAT IT IS NEC::::SSARY O REVISE OUR WHOLE £,STIMATE OF HIS 
LEVEL OF DESPERATIC~ C AMBITION, OR BOT.Ko 

ThE PARTICULAR POIN WHICH YOU ✓RAISE ABOUT EUROPEAN 
PUBLIC OPINION ARE UNDERST DA3LS AND liAV E BEEN MUCH IN OUR 
MINOS. WE HAVE S01'1E THOUGHT ABOU!/riEETING THEM ABOUT WHICH 
WE MUST .EE IN TOUCH. I ALSO A REi1 THAT WE MUST KEEP IN THE 
CLOSEST TOUCH ABOUT BfRLIN AND HAT WE CAN.DO THIS BEST 
WHEN WE HAVE THE FIRST SOVIET R CTION. 
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OUR NAVAL COMXANDERS ARE INSTRUCTED TO ~SE THE VERY 

MINIMUM OF FORCE, £UT I KNOW Or NO SURE ESCA? FROM THE 
PROBLEM OF THE F l-RST SHOT. OUR BEST BASIC COUR IS FIRMNESS, 
NOW. I LOOK FOR\i/1ARD TC OUR TALK. · 
BT 
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