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DEPTEL 2300. 

I ACCOMPANIED MR 0 AC SON THIS AFTERNOON WH~N HE CALLED ON 
PRESIDENT DE GAULLE ~T FIVE PM LOCAL TIME. MR ACHESON eEGAN 
CONVERSATION ~y PRE ENTING PRESIDENT DE GAULLE WITH COPY OF 
PRESIDENTIS LETTER CONTAINED DEPTEL 2304. HE ALSO HANDED 
PRESIDENT DE GAUL PART ONE OF PRESIDENTIS SPEECH SINCE 
OTHER SECTIONS NO YET RECEIVED ~y E~ASSY. HOWEVER, THEY 
WILL BE DELI VERE TO PRESIDENT DE GAULLE'S CHEF DE CAelNET 
AS SOON AS RECEI ED. 

PRESIDENT DE GALLE READ BOTH COMMUNICATIONS CARtFULLY ~~D 
THEN REMARKED AT HE WOULD WELCOME FURTHER ELUCIDATION eY 
MR. ACHESON. 

MR. ACHESON OUTLINED ~ACKGROUND OF PRESENT SITUAilON IN CU~A, 
REASON FOR PRESIDENT•S PROPOSED ACTION, GOING INTO CONSIDEP~~LE 
DETAIL, EMPHASIZING THAT MAX I MUM l::IU I LOUP HAD OCCURRED W 1TH IN 
PAST WEEK~ AND SAYING THAT HE HAD MR. SHERMAN KENT WITH HI~ 
WHO WAS PREPARED TO BRIEF' PRESIDENT DE GAULLE IN MORE DE:TAIL

0 

PRESIDENT DE ~LLE LISTENED WITH OBVIOUS INTEREST AND THEN--. 
REMARKED THAT~S RPT US fOR FIRST TIME FELT ITSELF THREATENED ' 
s I Net MI s·s I LES IN cuE:iA WERE A I MED AT us AND THEY HAD NO oTH::R D 1 
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REASON TO BE IN CU~A SAVE THREATEN US 0 Ht CONTIN0ED THAT 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY WISHES TO REACT, AND TO REACT NOW, AND 
CERTAINLY FRANCE CAN HAVE NO OBJECTION TO THAT ~iNCL IT IS 
LEGAL FOR A COUNTRY TO DEFEND ITSCLF W:-JD~ IT FINO~.; ITSCLF lrJ 
DANGER. 

HE THEN REFERRED TO tlLOCKADE AND SA I!) THAT OF C0l.1RS~ T:--ICR£: 
WOULD cl[ ~JO OtlJECTIOi~ ON PART OF FRANC~ TO U'3 INITIATPJG SUCH 
t::lLOCKADE, BUT HE HIMSELF HAD DOLltlTS AS TO ITS [FFCCTIV:Ncss. 
H[ WONDERED WHETHER IT WOLJLD cl[ SUFFlCiCNTLY CFT[CTlV:. -YO 
CAUSE CU:,Ar~s TO REMOVE Ml SSI LE0 ,t.ND TH:.: IR tiA~:::~. H>: t-!:"l'.-'.ITT~ft 
IT WOULD AT LEAST STOP ADDITIONAL MIS~;ILCS GOl;•~G TO C.Ut;A. 

PR[SlDE:NT DE GAULLE THEN REFERRED TO OUR PRO:=-r::,AL -:-o cm.~.ill1 
WI TH OTHER AMER I CAN NAT IONS I ASKED WHl TH[R T:-:AT WOULD t::l::: CFF[ C
T I VE, ANO REMARKED HE HIMSELF DID NOT KNOW. 

WITH RESPECT TO PROPOSED ACTION IN SECURITY co~~riL, PR[SID~NT 
DE GAULLE REMARKE.D THAT HE REALI ZED TH.AT TH l:.; 'WAS IN LI NC WI TH 
OUR POLI CY• PCRSONALL Y HE DID NOT TH I Nt<. IT W0 11 LD bC PRACT IC Ai.. 0 

THERE MIGHT tlt MUCH TALK, BUT HE DOUtlTtD WHCTH:R SCCI.IR I TY 
COUNCIL WOULD clE EFFECTIVE. 

IN CONCLUSION, PRESIDENT DE GAULLE SAID THAT HE fELT 
BLOCKADE WAS ONE POSITIVE STEP, AND HE REPEATED lHAT f~t.NC[ 

MADE NO O~JECTION THERETO. PRESIDENT DE GAU~LE SAl~ H~ b~LlEVtD 
THAT IF f::iLOCKADE wtRE INITIATED USSR WOULD RE'ACT rtP.l~AP'.:, 
IN NEIGHBORHOOD OF CUf::iA 1 f::lUT MORE LIKELY IN ARC.A WH~m:: THCY 
COULD ACT MORE EFFECTIVELY• PRCS I DENT DE GAULLE FEl.. T TH:'.:Y WOUU) • 
CHOOSE !':SERL IN SINCE THEY WOULD WANT TO MAK~ Wl:~iT -Sl 1FFER, 
AND THIS WAS WHERE THEY COULD DO SO MOST EFFE.:Tl'.':l..Y. ;;: THCY 
CHOOSE f:iCRLI N1 PRES I DENT DE GAULLE SAID, THRC: POW::R:i \\'0~.1'..f' 

HAVE TO TAKE NECESSARY $TEPS; NUMf::lER OF COU7-HCR';.T[r~ Ii.AVE: tilfN 
PREPARED AND THtY WOULD HAVE TO f::lt TA.~:tN. 

PRESIDENT DE GAULLE CONTINUED THAT PERHAPS SOVltTS Wl~HEr, AN8 
PERHAPS US RPT US ALSO WISHED TO SOMC EXTENT, TO INT~NSIFY 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION SOMEWHAT TO t;RING Af::i0L1T TAL.KS. 

PERHAP~ 
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PERHAPS THAT JS MR. KHRUSHCHEV•S VIEW. PRESIDENT DE GAULLE 
SAID HE DID NOT THINK WE WOULD HAVt WAR f::!UT IF SOVIETS FORCED 
US IN SUCH PLACES AS c!ERLIN 1 FRANCE WOULD f::!E WITH US, 
"FRANCE WILL ACT IN ACCORD WITH YOUff. 

PRESIDENT DE GAULLE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR HAVING ~EEN 
INFORMED BY PRESIDENT. HE SAID THAT HE REALIZED THIS HAD BEEN 

DONE AFTER DECISION HAD BEEN MADE• ~UT NEVERTHELESSS APPRECIATED 
BEING INFORMED. HE SAID HE WOULD REPLY TO PRESIDENTrS LETTER 
AS SOON AS POSSlf::!LE• f::!UT MEANWHILE IF MR. ACHESON SAW PRESI
DENT PLEASE EXPLAIN DE GAULLE'S APPRE-CIATION AND TELL HIM HE 
WOULD f::!E REPLYING TO HJS MESSAGE. 

PRESIDENT DE GAULLE SAID THAT :l'N THIS SERIOUS TIME IT WAS 
IMPORTANT THAT GOVERNMENTS ~£EP H., CLOSE CONTACT• TH IS WOULD BE 

"DONE IN WASH I NG TON THROUGH AMf::!ASSADOR ,ALPHANQ AND THROUGH AMc;AS-

rnSADOR BOHLEN WHEN HE ARFi!J V£S HERE: SH!ilRiLlr' • PRES I DENT DE GAULLE 
UM I NA TED THAT WH I LE ONE 1NEV£R KNEW WtitA1f' :REAL INTENTIONS -
F SOVIETS WERE, HE DID N01 TtilNK PREsafl SITUATION WOULD LEAD 

TO WAR. HE THOUGHT IT MIGHT~£ GREAT ~NEUVER TO ENGAGC US 
IN TALKS ON t;ERL IN AND ON C.:l.ilBiA,. f::!ERLU4! WAS THE SENSITIVE 
POINT AND IT WAS THERE Tt.lAT SOVIETS iW DOUEH WOULD PRE.ss. 
PERHAPS ALSO KHRUSHCHEV HI.AD I~ i•.HND IMP.-RESSING OTHER LATll\j 
AMER I CAN STATES BY SHOW I NG T.HE:NI 7HAT ,.UJSSR COULD ESTAt;Ll SH 
THEMSELVES ANYWHERE IN -£STERN HEMISPHERE AND COULD NOT bE 

· MOVED· OUT• HE REPEATED :HE H0P:ED f!l0CK~'DE WOULD f:iE EFFEC I TVE, 
' r:;u_T DID NOT TH INK rr W0.ULD ~;i 

AT THIS POINT MR. KE.NT WAS CAl.!LED nan ROOM TO BRIEF PRE21DENT 
DE GAULLE. PRESJDE.NT ot GA'UU.!: WAS -OBV10USLY VERY INTERESTED 
ltJ 1::jRIEFING AND SHOWED KEEN INTEREST- ~SKING PERTINENT QuESTJO~JS, 
WHICH REVEALED HIS MILITARY f:iACKGROLJfiID. IN ADDITION TO SPECIFIC 
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, HE INQUIRED AS TO cueA•S SELF-SUFFICIE~CY 
WITH RESPECT TO FOOD, PETROLEUM, ETCa 

HIS OBVIOUS CONCERN WITH THIS CU~AN DEVELOPMENT WAS EXPRESSED 
IN HIS STATEMENT: "US HAS BEEN DEFENDING EUROPE IN ORDER ~ 
THAT EUROPE MAY NOT f::!EC0ME BASE AGAINST US 0 NOW THERE I~ ~ASE 
IN AMERICAN DIRECTED AGAINST US. THIS ~SNOT A GOOD THINC." 

PRESIDENT _ ___. 

aif?Pil 
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PRESIDENT DE GAULLE INQUIRED WHAT COUNTRIES WERE ~EING INFORMED 
IN SIMILAR MANNER. MR. ACHESON REPLIED UK, FRANCE, GERMANY. 

PRESIDENT DE GAULLE WAS FRIENDLY, RELAXED AND DEEPLY INTERESTED_.. 
HE APPRECIATED SIGNIFICANCE OF SITUATION RAPIDLY, AND O~VIOUSLY 

- FOUND HERE SU~JECT WHICH INTERESTED HIM CONSIDERAeLY. HIS CHEF 
DE CA~INET WAS EXTREMELY COOPERATIVE IN MAINTAINING SECRECY 
OF INTERVIEW, AND WE DROVE TO ELYSEE IN ELSYEE MOTORCARS 
AND WERE TAKEN IN ~ACK DOOR TO AVOID ANY LEAKAGE TO PRESS OF 
MR 0 ACHESONtS VISIT. 
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