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E.O. 12065: GOS 3/26/86 (MILLSPAUGH, ROBERT) OR-P

TAGS: ASEC PINS PINT ES
SUBJ: (U) ARCHBISHOP'S ASSASSINATION: PEACEFUL PROCESSION

1. (C - ENTJRE TEKXT)

2. ON THE MORi " I1G OF MARCH 26 A PROCESSION OF AEOUT 19,990
FEOPLE ACCOMPANIED THE ARCHBISHOP'S BODY ON A HALF 09QZZN §.0lK
JOURNEY THORUGH DOQWNTOWN SAN SALVADOR, FROM THE BASILICA G

THE CATHEDRAL. THERE WERE NO INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE. SECURITY
FORCES IN THE AREA OF THE BASILICA, wHOQ KEPT WELL AWAY FROM
PROCESSION [TSELF, CISCOURAGED SOME PEOQPLE FROM JOINING OGN
GROUNDS OF PQSSIBLE DANGER, BUT THERE WERE NO SECURITY FORIZS
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IN SIGHT AT THE CATHEDRAL AND ACCESS TQ LATTER AREA WAS

CONFIDENTIAL
83

DUS 3494 RpSA

g Department of St
& epartment of State TEI.EGRAM

N

’f}g_b\gﬁ

- ~-® 22922®® I N & X



CONFIBENTIAL

NTT ORESTRILTED

3. FROCZSSICN INJL_UTID MEIMYTRS CF RTILIGIGUS ~OMMINITY,
THE JENTRAL J5~1C ANG S0MZ SANNIR TARRYING MIM5TRS oF
-— - Pl o~ -

IXTRIME EFT GROUFS.

- THT CATHZICRAL HAC BEZEN GULUFPIEL GY

oF uHYS SHORT_Y BEZFORE THE ~ROCESSH

IRCWT OF A FZw HUNCRED IN FRGNT OF |
JF AND PUT AWAY [TS BANNERS. _ATER,
wAS HUNG 8Y THE FRONT ENTRANCE,

S. EMBOFF AT THE CATHEDRAL W]TNESSEQD ONLY ONE SQQHINE
OF EMOTION B8Y THE CRQOWD, A BRIEF ROUND GF ArFP_AUST AS
THE COQFFIN wAS CARRIED UP THE CATHEGRAL STZRS.

6. COMMENT. A BLOCK AWAY FROM THE CATHEORAL, STGREIS

WERE QPEN AND PEOPLE WERE GOING ABOUT THEIR BUSINILS.

SO FAR THE ARCHBISHOF'S DEATH HAS NOT GEZN TRANSLATIL
INTO A STRONG EMOTIONAL REACTION AGAINST THE GOVIRNMINT
OR [N FAVOR OF THE LEFT. THE REAL TEST, HYwSVvik, wl._ . 5%
Th - T, U7 wllL PROARARTY TIT 7 G0Z SUNLAY,
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