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Foreign DisclosJre f SATRAN Information (U) 

l. (S/NOFORN) lThi J is to summarize for you the extent to which 
Satellite Reconnaisdance Advance Notice (SATRAN) information can be 
released to the jUnited Kingdom, Canada, other NATO countries, the 
Republic of Korea, and to Japan. 

2. (S/NOFORNi lsATJAN information is classified SECRET or lower and 
consists of a handbdok of operating instructions, maps, map overlays, 
descriptions of !Soviet reconnaissance satellite capabilities, 
satellite identifications, and i tracking data. The material is designed 
to provide comm~nders or project managers with information that can 
be used to deierilmine when Sovi~t reconnaissance satellites will be in 
range to pose a threat to operational security. The SATRAN program is 
managed by DIA and operated by ADCOM. 

3. (S/NOFORN )j The United Kingdom and Canada have been authorized for, 
a number of ye

1
ars to receive all SATRAN information. Neither country,!. 

however, is a r egular user of the program. The only recent use was 1 

by Canada, whiFh obtained a special one time report on the coverage 
possibilities lfor an area near Pembroke, Ontario during Oct 77. 

4. (S/NOFORN)j Other countries in NATO have been authorized access 
to SATRAN information to a very limited extent and, heretofore, only o 
a case by casej basis. USAREUR forces involved in operations and 
maneuvers wit~ NATO forces have indicated that release of these data 
in a more general and continuous fashion is needed for their OPSEC 
program to be ~ffective when operating with NATO allies. With the 
USAREUR needs in mind, we have decided to allow US forces to release 
additional SATRAN information (see enclosure) to appropriate NATO 
commanders when needed to effect operational security measures during 

. exercises, maneuvers, operations, and in general defense planning. 
In June of this year, authority to disclose SATRAN data to Republic 
of Korea commanders was given to COMUSKOREA for similar reasons. We . 
are also prepared to release SATRAN information· in this fashion to the 
Japan Self-Defense Force. ,~~~~ 
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5. (S/NOFORN) T~e i formation described in the enclosure is adequate 
to meet all essen'tial objectives of the SATRAN program, i.e. it satisfies 
the requirement fork owledge of the technical capabilities of the 
Soviet reconnaissance satellite systems and tells the SATRAN user when 
each satellite \\lill b in range to pose a threat to operational security . 
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.W. D. ROBERTSON 
Rear Admiral, USN 
Vice Director for Production 
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, ·ATRAN Information Authorized _for 
Release to th ROK, NATO, and the Japan Self-Defense Force 

l. Type of reconnai sance satellite if high-resolution photo, low­
resolution photo/ELI T, second-generation ELINT, third-generation ELINT, 
ELINT ocean reconnai 9isanc~ radar ocean reconnaissance, or manned and 
manned-related s) ste. 

I 

2. Projected tiJe, ub-satellite ground trace, and potential collection 
swath width of high- esolution photo, low-resolution photo/ELINT, 
second-generation EL NT, or third-generation ELINT systems. 

I 

3. Projected tiJe ad sub-satellite ground trace for ELINT ocean reconnais­
sance, radar ocean r connaissance, or manned and man-related systems. -

4. Frequencies Ju1nJrable to cbllection by ELINT satellites . 

5. Camera resol Jtio~ of the phbto systems. 
t I 
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