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NOTYS ON MEETING AT YALTA BETWEEN THE 310 THHEE
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Mr. Hiss

British:

The Prime Minlester

Hr. Edan

3ir Alexander Cadogan .
Apbassador Clark Eerr

Sir Edward Bridges (Secretary of War Cablinet)
Interpretar .
Mr. Bob Dixon

Mr, Jeffray Wilason
Mr. Glmdwyn Jebb

Russimna:

Marshal Stalin

Mr. Molotow

Mr. Vyahinskl

Mr. Malaky

Ambassador Oromyko
Ambasrador Oousey

¥Mr. Pavlov (interprater)
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(The first part of the meeting was devoted to a
discussion of the voting proocedure for ths world
organization. This 1s covered 1in Mr. Hisa's notes.)

POLAND

Prggidgnt:

1 should like to bring up Poland. I come from a great
distance and therefore have the advantagas of A moras
distant point of wiew of the problem. Thers are six

or aeven



i v

or seven willion Poles in the Unitsd States. As I sald
in Tehran, in general I am in favor of the Currzon line.
Hoa% Foles, likes ths Chinesa, want to aave Taaon.

Stalln:

{interrupting) 3Fho will anve face, tha Folaa 1n Polané
or the smigre Polen?

Presldent:

The Foles would 1llke East Frusaim and part of Oermany.
jt would make 1t sasler for me at home If the SHSoviast
Oovernment could give mcmething to Poland. I ralsed the
gueatlion of glving them Lvor at Tehran. It has now bean
sugganatad that the oll lands in the southwest of Lvov
might be glven them. [ am not making a definites atate-
ment but I hope that Marshal Stalin oAn make a geaturs
in thias dlreetlon.

But the most important satter la that of a parmansnt
government for Poland. Opinlon in the United States 1ina
againat recognltlion of the Lublin government on the
ground that it rerresents a small portlion of the Polish

:} pesople, What people want ls the ereatlon of a government
of national unity to asttls thelr internal 4diffarsnann.
A government which would represent all five major parties
(namaa them] in what is wanisd, 1t may interast Marshal
Otalin that I do not know any of the London or of the
Lublin government. Mlkola)ozyk ogames to ¥ashington and
I wan greatly anrnnuug by him. 1 felt that he waa AN
honest man.

The maln sugigeatilon I want to make is that there be
oreated an ad interim govermment which will have the
support of the majority of the Polish paople. Thersa are
many ways of crenting suah a government. Onm of the
many suggestlions 1a the posalbllity of oreating a
prealdenoy council made up of a small nuaber of men who
would be the ocontrolling foroe 8d interim to mst up A
mora permanent government. I mAke thls suggaction an
from the distance of three thousand miles. Someatimen
diatance is an advantage. We want a Poland that will be
thoroughly friendly tqg the Soviat for ysara to come.
This 18 eansentinl.

Etalin;

(interrupting) Friendly not only to the Soviet but all
thres allles,

President:
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This 1= my only suggestion. If we can work out some
solutlon of thls problem 1t wlll maks pemoe much enaler,

Prime Minliater:

I have mades repeated dealarationa in Parliamsnt in
aupport of the Boviet eclalme to the Curzon line, that 1la
to- any, leaving Lvov with Sovlet Russla, 1 have bann
much orltlolzed and so has Mr. Edsn ssreclally by the
party which I rerresent. But I have aAlvays oconsldered
that after all Ruasia has suffersad in fighting Germany
and after all her efforts in llberating Foland her olalm
is one founpded not on Tores but on right. In that
rosition I abide. But of ocourae 1f the mlghty power,
the Soviet Unlon, made a gaature of magnanialty to a
much waaker power and made the gesture sugcesated by the
President we would heartlily aocclalm suoch aotlion.

Howaver, I am morsa intersated in the gquesatlon of
Poland's soversign independence and fresdom that in
particular frontier linea. I want ths Polea to have a
homa in Europe and to be free Tto live thelr own 1ifa
there. That 1s an obJeotive whioh I have always heard
Marshal Stalin proolalm with the utmosat firmness. It
ia booause I put my truet in his deoclaration about tha
soverelgn independence and freedom of Poland that the
frontier question I conslider not of supreme importanoce.
This 18 vhat is dear to the hsarta of the nation orf
Britain. Thls 1s what wva went to war agalnst Oearmany
for--that Poland should bs free and soversign. Everyone
here knows the result 1t was to us unprepared as we
were and that 1t nearly cost us our life as a nation.
Great Britain had no material intereat in FPoland., Her
interest 1s only one of honor beoauss we drew the sword
for Poland against Hitler's brutal attask. SHever gould
I be gontent with any solution that would not leave
Poland aa m free and independent stata. Howaver, I have
one nualifioation; I do not think that the freedom of
Poland could be mades to cover hoatlile designs by any
Pollsh government, perhaps by intrijgues with Uermany,
against the Boviet. 1 cannot concelve that the world
organization would sver tolerate such motlon or leava it
only to Soviet Rusela to take proper mensures. Our most
sarneat desaire whioh wa oares about as munh ams our lives
lsa that Foland be mistrams in her own house and in her
own soul. I sarneatly hope that we shall not separate
without taking a practical atep with this objlactive.

At the preasent time there are two governmente about

whioh
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whilah we 41fTer. 1 have naver sesn any of the pressnt
London government. Wa recognize them but have not sought
thelr company. But Mikolajeryk, Romer and Orabaki are
=en of good senae And we have confldence in them. ¥e
remaln in informal but friendly contrat with them., Thers
will be gresat oritiolsm agailneat us all if we l#t them
ivide us whap ve have such sAt tasks and COm=ON hopes.
an ve not e A gnwnrnnuntggirn in Poland. A pro-
vislonal or lnt-r1: government, as the Prasldent saild,
pending fres eleotlons so that all three of us can u:t-nd
readognltion as wall as the other United Natione. Can wa
not pave the way for a frea future on the futurs conati-
tution Aand adminlatration of Poland? If we gould do
that we ahould leave the table with one grent aterp
moocomplished tovard future pesce and the prospesrity of
Central Europa. I am sure that sffective guaranteess
can be laid down to seocure the line of sommunications
of the viotorious Aed Army in 1ta battle to defent
iarmany. His MajJasty's Government cordislly supcort the
Presldent's pugrestlon and present the quastion to our
Russian allles,

(5talin Hugﬁlitu‘l ten-minute intermlesslon.)
Btalin:

The Prime Minlster has sald that for Great Eritain the
question of Poland 1s a question of honor. For Russia
it 1is not only a queation of honor but aleo of ssauwrlty.
It 1» & quastion of honor Tor Russlia for we shall have
to aliminate many things from the booka. But it 1s aleo
a quastion of mecurity of the atats not only becauss ve
are on Poland's frontler but also because throughout
history Poland has alwaya besen a corridor for atteck on
Ausaia. It 1la suffiolent that during the last thirty
Years our (erman enemy¥ hag passed through thils corridor
twica. This 1# because Poland was weak. It 18 in the
Russian interest as well ag that of FPoland that Peland
be strong and powerful and in a position in her own and
in our interests to shut the corridor by her own forces.
The corridor gcannot be mechanloslly shut from outalde bY
Aussia. It oould be shut from lnalde only by Poland.

It 1s necessary that Poland be fres, lndependent and
powarful. It ia not only a guestlon of honor but of
1ife and death for the Sovliet State. That ia why Russia
today is agalnst the Crarist polioy of abolitlion of
Poland. We have comprletely changed thle inhuman pollicy
and started a poliocy of frlendehlp and independence far
Foland, Thie i# the basls of our poliey and we Tavor a
atrong Independent Poland.

1 refer
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I refer now to our allies appeal with regard to the

Ourzgon line. The Presldent hns suggestsd modifloation,
giving Poland Lvov and Lvov Provinos. The Prims Minlater
thinke that we should make & gesture of magnanimity. But
I must remind you that tha OCurton lins wana ilnvented not
by Ruseimns but by forelgners. The Curton line of Curren
was made by Curron, Clemencefu and the Amarloana 1n
1918=1918,. Huanla was not invited Aand 414 not particinate.
Thia lines waa acceptsd agalnat the wlll of tha Husalana
on the baslae of ethnologloal data. Lenln opposed it.
He did not wvant to glve e Blalyatok and Blalynstok
Provinoas to Poland but the Curzon line glves them to
Poland, ¥e have retrented from Lenin'e poaltion. Some
want us to be less Husslan than Curzon and Olsmencenu.
What wlll the Russlana say at Hoscow and the kralnlana?
Thay willl aay that Stnlin and Molotov are fAr less
defenders of Rusalma than Curzon and Clesmencenu, I oRn=-
not take suoh A pomlition and return to Mosgow. I prefar
that the wor contlinue a little longer and glve Poland
pompensation in the west at the expsnss of Uarmany. I
asked MlkolajJoryk what frontler he wanted. Mikolajoryk-
wag dalighted to henr of n weantern frontlisr to tha rivar
Nelas. I must say that I will maintaln this lines and
ask thls gonference to eupport 1t. There are two Nelns

(! rivers. The sast and the weat. I favor the went.

How about the government. The Prime Mlnistsr hams
sald that he wants to oreate a Poligh govarmnmant here.
I am afraid that was & slip of the tongua. Without the
partiocipation of Poles ¥e ocan create no Pollsh govern-
ment, They all say that I am a dlotator but I have
snough democratlec fesling not to set up a Pollah govern-
ment without Poles. It muat be with partiolpation of
Poles. Ve had tha opportunity in Moscow to oreate &
Polish government with Poles. Both London and Lublin
groups met 1ln Hoscow and gertaln polnts of agreament
were reached. MNlkolajoryk returnsd to London and wnm
klcked out of the government. The present London govern-
ment of Archuchuski, whioh 1s in reallty undsr the
Preasldent Bracghewlo:. All these people were agalnet
the agreement and hostile to the 1lden., They ocnllad the
Lublin government "bandite® and *“traitore. Neturally
the Lublin govermment pald the same ooln to the London
govarnment. It is 4iffioult to bring them togather.
The prinoipal personalities, Belrut, Csubka, Morowakl,
won't hear of the London Ebvirnnlnt. I ask what kind
of conoceasiona can be made, They uun tolerate Grabakl
and (eneral Jellkowakl but they vpn t hear of Mikolajoryk.

Undar

F

TOP SECARET



Under these olroumstances I am prepared to support any
attempt to create unity if there is some chanoce of
ruccens, 1 am prepared to oAll the Warsaw Folea here
or better to ses tham in Moscow. But frankly, the
Warpaw government haes as great a democratle b-ala 1n
Foland ag de Oaulle has in France.

Now amn A milltary man 1 must say what I demand of
a gountry liberated by the Hed Army. Firat there should
be pence and qulet in the wake of the army., Ths men of
the Red Army are 1lndifferant ma to what kind of govern-
ment thers is 1n Poland but they do want one that wlll
mAaintain order behind the linma. The Lublin “arsaw
government fMulfile this role not badly. Thare ara agents
of the London government gconnected with the sc-called
underground, They ares oalled reristancsa forcea. We have
had nothlng good from them but much evil, Sc Tar thelr
agents have kllled 212 Ausslan military men., They have
attapked supyly bases for arma. 1T waAs announced that
All wirsleas atatliona muat be reglatared but these foroaa
contlinusd to break all the laws of war and complained of
baing arrested, If thay attack the FRed Army any more
they will be shot. %hen I oompare the agenta of both
governmenta I find that the Lublin ones ore uneful and
the others the contrary. The millitary must have perce
1!; and qgulet. The military will support auch a government
and 1 cannot do othervise., Bugh 1s the sltuation.

(The President asave that it 1s now gquarter to
eight and that the meeting should adjourn.)

Prime Hin;!t-rx '

I muat put on record that both the British and Soviet
governments have different sources of information in
Poland and get dlfferent faota. Perhaps we are mlstaken
but 1 4o not feel that the Lublin government represents
aven ons third of the Follish psople. Thia is my honeat
opinion and I may be wrong. 3till, I have felt that the
underground might have oollisions with the Lublin govern-
ment. 1 have fenred bloodshed, arrests, deportation, and
I fear the effeot on the whole Pollsh queption. Anyons
who attaoks the Red Army ahould be puniahed bLut I oannot
rfeel that the Lublin government has any right to repransnt
the Polish natlon.
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