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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GHOD® AGENCY
7410 © STREET MV, %

WASHINGTCOHN 25, D. C.

0 June 194H

MEMORANDIM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFERSE

Subject: Currenl Situation in Berlin

Information has been rocelved thet a copferepnce wes beld in
Xarlshorst on 21 June 1945 batuean Hussimn officinls, headsd By
Tarshal Sokolovaky, and Germen meabora of the Gersan lnduatrial com-
aittas. Sokoloviay opansd the conference by ceking the German Indus-
trinliota what Influonce on the Fastorn Topne of fGoraany would exist
bagaups of tha blacikades Troem the Weatern fone.

A Garman representative atated that being out off froa the West
meant & momplets atoppa.e of producticn lo supar refineries for lack
ol 50,000 metara of steal piplng on order im the Weatern Zonmes; 1t
almost mesnt a complets closing down of canneries singe the entire
ray matarial was recsaived from the West; and & csrialn discontinoance
of the Haltie fishing Mest vithin e short tize because of lack of
mschinery parta. ZSokoloveky evidenced a great constsrmation at this
statement, replying that the Russiazns had been led to belisve the
East ecould be independent of the Yest. The Ceraan msaber then stated

thet the heavy !ndustries, particularly the stoel aills in Hennigsdorf,

could pot produce without the West and that other heavy Industries In
this Fastarn Zone would be aqually affected. The Rusaians appeared
greatly shocked, and a *ussian General, in charge of trade and supply,
zald, "We had no idea of this situoatlon; Fussia 1s suffering from
heavy droughts and 1s counting on Germnn food supplies Lhle year.

Food supplies must be maintained, oome vhat nay. If we had known thias,

wa would not have gono oo far."

Durlngy the mesting Sokolovaky atated that thres posasibllitiss were

avallahla:
B. Start a wvar.
b. LIt trovel resirietiona om Rerlin.

¢. Loave sntire Norlin to Yast, giving them the rall line.
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After the meoling Tul;wmov, wvho wus slso present, sald that wver wvas
imroasible due to bed harvest prospscts and that 1ifting travel restric-
tions would =ake the Fussisns lose face. The third possibility wvas that

the Weat would have ta feed nll of Berlin and would have more on their

hands thean they bargained for., lie stated thal 2,000 tons of food would
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be needed dally le suatain the Jermans in thes Veatern sesctors, hut
he thought the Vealarn Fowsra conld feesd thelr rones by extenaive
import of concentrated foods.

(The rbove iniformation ham been dissewinated to Hr. Murphy and
fanaral Walsh in Berlin and to the Aroed Services and Stuts Department

in Yashington. Its evalvation Iar  the soures is wary reliahls and the
oomtent 1m posaibly true.)
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