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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 10-13
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 SNM-02 TRSE-00 USIA-06 NSC-05
OES-07 OMB-01 AGRE-00 INRE-00 /056 W

------------------ 076025 062213Z /75

0062110z JUL 77

FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2439

CONFIDENTIALBOGOTA 6229

E.O. 11652: GDS
TAGS: SNAR, CO
SUBJECT: OPIUM CULTIVATION IN COLOMBIA

REF: (A) STATE 152150; (B) BOGOTA 6156

1. MISSION BELIEVES THAT NARCOTICS BRIEFING FOR PRESIDENT

LOPEZ REF B) PROVIDES EXCEPTIONAL OPORTUNITY FOR INITIAL

STEP IN PUSHING FOR ELIMINATION OF OPIUM CULTIVATION IN
COLOOMBIA (REF A). PROVIDING LOPEZ WITH AVAILABLE INTELLIGENCE
WOULD BE IN SPIRIP OF BOURNE/FALCO OFFERS OF INTELLIGENCE
SHARING AND WOULD ENLIST NECESSARY SUPPORT AT HIGHEST LEVEL
FOR EFFECTIVE ENFORCEMENT ACTION.

2. IN MISSION'S OPINION, INTELLIGENCE ON OPIUM CULTIVATION

ISNOT YET SUFFICIENTLY DETAILED FOR SPECIFIC ERADICATION

EFFORTS. RATHER THAN DISSIPATING IMPACT OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE
BY PRESENTING IT AL LOWER LEVEL AND THEN WAITING FORIT TO

FILTER UPWARD, MISSION STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT FORCEFUL
PRESECTATION BE MADE DIRECTLY TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ. STAGE

WOULD THEN BE SET FOR NECESSARY POLITICAL AND BUREAUCRATIC
DECISIONS FOR COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT OF FURTHER

INTELLIGENCE AND FOR ERADICATION EFFORTS.
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