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SUBJEGT: MEETING QF ORe BOURNE AND MR, BENSINGER WITH
PRESIDENT LOPEZ

SUMMARYS DR, BUURNE AND DEA ADMINISTRATOR BENSINGER
Hlu 'SUCCESSFUL MEETING WITH PRESIOENT (OPEZ JULY 21
DURING WHICH THEY BRIEFED MIM ON EVIDENCE USG HAS
DEVELOPED CONCERNING NARCOTICS=RELATED CORRUPTION AMONG
-Guc OFFICIALS, LUPEL WAS RECEPTIVEs CANDID AND FORTH=
COMING AND SAfD ME PLANNED TO SET UP AN ELITE CIVILIAN
LAW ENFORGEMENT UNIT TO COPE WITH CRIME AND CORRUPTION,.
REPLACING THE PRw2 (DETECTIVE) UNIT OF THE
NATIONAL POLICE. BUURNE AND BENSINGER ALSO MET WITH
UK AMBASSADOR ON NARCOTICS PROBLEM. END SUMMARY,
2y DRy PETER BOURNE OF THE WHITE ‘HOUSE AND DEA
ADMINISTRATOR PETER BENSINGER MET FOR AN HOUR
AND A QUARTER WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ JULY 2]
A S COMPANIED BY LAWRENCE LASER AND GHARGE, MR,
BENSINGER BEGAN H]5 BRIEFING BY OBSERVING THAT
COLOMBIA WAS BECUMING PRIMARY SOURGE FOR COCAINE
AND MARIHUANA SMUGGLED INTO US AND SEVERAL OTHER
NATIONS, AND THAT THERE WAS CONCERN THAT
IT MAY ALSD BECOME SOURCE FOR OPIUM, HE EM=
PHASIZED THAT PRUBLEMS WHICH THIS SITUATION
POSES MUST BE SOLVED JOINTLY BY PRODUCER AND USER
NATIONS, HE ADDEDy, HOWEVERs THAT -SUCH COUPERATION
1§ THREATENED BY NARCOTICS~RELATED CORRUPTION,.
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WHICH 15 A PRUBLEM VS ‘SHARES WITH COLOMBIA, CORRUPTION
IR COLOMBIA IN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND JUDICIAL
SECTORS RENDERS EFFECTIVE LEGAL ACTION IN NARCOTICS
FEELD VERY DIFFICULT .AND THERE IS NO QUESTION

THAT TRAFFICKERS ARE ‘HELPED AND PROTECTED BY SOME
INFLUBNTIAL GOC OFFICIALS, IT WAS FOR THAT REASON,
MR, BENSINGER EXPLAINED, THAT USG WANTED TD SHARE
WiTH PRESIDENT LOPEZ INFORMATION WHICH WE HAD
DEVELUPED -ON SUCH CBRRUPTIBN; KNOWING

THAT MI1$ SINCERE INTEREST IN ATTACKING NARCUTICS
PROBLEM WILL LEAD HIM TO MAKE RURTHER
INVESTIGATIONS OF WIS OWN INTD THESE MATTERS,

By MR, BENSINGER THEN PROVIDED INFORMATION ON ABOUT
MRty CASES WHICH EXEMPLIFIED NARCOTICS=RELATED
CORRUPTION INVOLVING MEINISTERIAL AND JUDICIAL
OPFICIALS, MILITARY AND LAW-ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL
ARD HIGH=LEVEL FIGURES, TEXT DF THIS BRIEFING
MATERIAL WAS HANDED OVER TO THE PRESIDENT, WHD
FOLLOWED MR, BENSINGER'S EXPUSITION INTENTLY, IN
SOME. CASES» LOPEZ PROVIDED FURTHER IDENTIFYING DATA
ON THE OFFICIALS CITED, FOLLOWING MR, BENSINGER!S’
PRESENTATION, LOPEZ GANDIDLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT

‘THE PROBLEM WAS VERY BAD AND INDICATED THAT HIS OWN
REPORTS AND INFORMATION GENERALLY SUPPORTED THE
THRUST OF THE BRIEFING, LOPEZ REGISTERED SKEPTICISM
ONLY WITH RESPECT TO THE INFORMATON CONCERNING
DEFENSE MINISTER GENERAL VARDN, HE SAID HE. DOUBTEPD
ANY MINISTER WOULD RUN THE RISK OF QPENLY

WRITING TD A JUDGE CONCERNING A

NARCOTICS CASE» AS VARON WAS ALLEGED TO HAVE DONE,
LGPEZ ADDED THAT THERE HAD FOR SOME TIME BEEN A LOT
OF GOSSIP ABOUT VARON, CHARGING HIM WITH A VARIETY OF
DEEDS AND PLOTTINGS, LOPEZ INDICATED THAT HE SUSPECTED
‘THIS- LARGELY REFLECTED ATTEMPTS BY VARONLS

ENEMIES TO BLACKEN HES REPUTATION AND $TANDING WITH
THE PRESIDENT, LUPEZ DID» HOWEVER, TAKE SPECIAL
NUTE OF VARONIS PRUTECTION OF FORMER CUSTOMS (HIEF
MUMBERTO CARDONA. AND SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO THAT
CASE- PERSONALLY,

LOPEZ COMMENTED THAT AS A RESULT OF HIS OWN INe
véstxcarxuns HE HAD ALREADY REACHED THE CONCLUSION
THAT IN' COLUMBIA THEY WERE "FIGHTING CRIME WITH
CRIMINALS,* HE STRESSED PARTICULARLY THE CORRUPTION
AND CRIMINALITY WITHIN THE F=2 (DETECTIVE) UNIT
OF THE NATIONAL POLICEs ATTRIBUTING IT IN LARGE PART
TO THE [OW SALARIGSAND LOW EMPLOYMENT QUALIFICATIONS
OF IT5. PERSUNNEL, LOPEZ RELATED SE¥ERAL CASES IN
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WMICH THE F=2 WAS ACTUALLY DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN
MURDERS AND KIDNAPPINGS, HE STATED THAT A5 A RESULT

HE HAD DEGCIDED TO DISBAND THE E=-2 AND SET UP AN

ELITE, WELL=PAID, CIVILIAN LAW ENFURCEMENT UNIT

TQ FIGHT CRIME AND COURRUPTION, LOPEZ PRODUCED FROM

H{S POCKET A SHEAF OF PAPERS CONTAINING THE

PLANS. FOR THIS UNIT, WHICH APPARENTLY WILL BE CONNECTED
WETH THE BXISTING DAS LAW ENFDRCEMENT AGENCY THAT

NOW REPORTS DIRECTLY TO HIM, LOPEZ ASKED THAT THIS INFORMATION
BE MELD VERY CLUSELY BECAUSE IT WAS HIGHLY SENSITIVE .AND
LIKELY TO BE UNPOPULAR WITH THE COLOMBIAN MILITARY COMMAND
(WHICH HAS THE NATIONAL POLICE AND THUS THE Fe2 UNDER ITS
A?TﬂDRIIYQe
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