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1.1 HAVE JUST COME FROM A LUNCHEON WITH MY OWN KITCHEN
CABINET OF JAIME MICHELSEN URIBE, PRESIDENT OF THE BANK
OF COLOMBIA AND ONE OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE TURBAY'S
PRINCIPAL SUPPORTERS, ALVARO GOMEZ HURTADO, DIRECTOR OF
EL SIGLO AND ONE OF CONSERVATIVE PRESIDENTIAL

CANDIDATE BELISARIO BETANCOUR'S PRINCIPAL SUPPORTERS,
ASWELL ASMINISTER OF GOVERNMENT ALFREDO ARAUJO GRAU.
IT WASTHEIR VIEW THAT WE HAVE EMERGED FROM THIS MINI-
CRISISWITH, IFANYTHING, A NET GAIN. THEY DO NOT

BELIEVE THAT THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE'S LETTER WOULD
HAVE ANY APPRECIABLE IMPACT ON OUR POLITICAL STANDING.
IT WASALSO THEIR VIEW, HOWEVER, THAT | WOULD BE VERY
NAIVE IF | DID NOT CONSIDER THAT THE NARCOTICS ISSUE

WITH RELATION TO COLOMBIA AND SPECIFICALLY WITH
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RELATION TO DR. TURBAY WOULD NOT BE A CONTINUING ISSUE
IN THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN. THEY SEE THE TURBAY -
NARCOTICS ISSUE ASHAVING SURFACED AFTER A LONG

PERIOD OF SUBTERRANEAN GESTATION. THEY WERE DIVIDED

IN THEIR OPINIONS AS TO WHETHER SUCH A PUBLIC AIRING
NOW ISA DISADVANTAGE OR ADVANTAGE FOR TURBAY. THE
TURBAYISTASTHINK IT IS GREAT.
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2.1 SPOKE TO THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND BERATED

HIM MILDLY FOR VIOLATING THE TERMS OF OUR AGREEMENT.
HE WAS MOST APOLOGETIC AND ASSURED ME THAT THISWOULD
AFFECT NEITHER HISPARTICIPATION IN THE NARCOTICS
PROGRAM NOR OUR PERSONAL RELATIONS. INTERESTINGLY, AN
EXCELLENT SOURCE HAS INFORMED ME THAT THE MINISTER WAS
DIRECTED TO DRAFT THE LETTER, ALONG THE LINESAS
RECEIVED, BY PRESIDENT LOPEZ HIMSELF. | HAVE MY

DOUBTS ABOUT THISINFORMATION SINCE PRESIDENT LOPEZ
INFORMED ME THAT HE WAS ANXIOUS FOR THE FUROR TO DIE
DOWN. HOWEVER, MY SOURCE ISA CREDIBLE ONE.
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