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CLASSIFIED BY POL/ECONOFF RBITTER. REASON 1.5(D).

1. (C) ON NOVEMBER 5, THE AMBASSADOR MET WITH MINISTER OF
DEFENSE GILBERTO ECHEVERRI AND, ON NOVEMBER 7, WITH ARMED FORCES
COMMANDER MAJOR GENERAL MANUEL JOSE BONETT. IN THESE MEETINGS,
THE AMBASSADOR RAISED THREE OUTSTANDING HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES: THE
KIDNAPPED NEW TRIBES MISSIONARIES, THE OCTOBER PARAMILITARY
MASSACRE IN MIRAFLORES, AND THE SUSPECTED TIES OF A HIGH-LEVEL
ARMY OFFICER TO NARCOTRAFFICKERS AND PARAMILITARIES.

2. (C) NEW TRIBES MISSIONARIES. 1IN HIS MEETING WITH MINISTER
ECHEVERRI, THE AMBASSADOR PRESSED THE MINISTER FOR MORE
INFORMATION ABOUT THE THREE NEW TRIBES MISSIONARIES KIDNAPPED:BY
THE FARC IN JANUARY 1993. MINISTER ECHEVERRI HAD PROMISED THE
AMBASSADOR THAT HE WOULD MAKE FURTHER INQUIRIES REGARDING THE -
MISSING MEN, AND THE AMBASSADOR TOOK THIS OPPORTUNITY TO FOLLOW
UP ON THAT PROMISE. ON NOVEMBER 6, ECHEVERRI SENT THE AMBASSADOR
A LETTER DATED OCTOBER 16 FROM ARMED FORCES COMMANDER MAJOR
GENERAL BONETT, ASSERTING THAT A PRIEST FAMILIAR WITH THE AREA
FROM WHICH THE MISSIONARIES DISAPPEARED INFORMED THE GOC THAT: THE
MEN HAD BEEN ALIVE AS RECENTLY AS THE SUMMER OF 1996. .
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3. (C) MIRAFLORES. THE AMBASSADOR THEN ASKED ECHEVERRI ABOUT .
THE MIRAFLORES MASSACRE OCTOBER 18-20. IN WHICH DARAMILITARTIES ﬁa‘
KILLED SIX PEOPLE . :
{ THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT COLOMBIAN NATIONAL POLICE: -9i~fy

DIRECTOR ROSSO JOSE SERRANO PROMISED A FULL REPORT OF THE DANTI’S
ROLE, BUT THE AMBASSADOR WANTED TO BE SURE THAT ECHEVERRI WOULD
LOOK INTO THE MILITARY’'S PARTICIPATION IN THE INCIDENT. ECHEVERRI
TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT ONDCP DIRECTOR MCCAFFREY MENTIONED
MIRAFLORES DURING THE MINISTER'S RECENT TRIP TO WASHINGTON, THAT
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ARMY'S ROLE IN THE INCIDENT WAS UNDERWAY,
AND THAT BOTH THE ARMY AND POLICE REPORT WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE
TO THE EMBASSY AS SOON AS THEY WERE READY.

4. (C) 1IN HIS MEETING WITH GENERAL BONETT ON NOVEMBER 7, THE
AMBASSADOR REITERATED THE POINTS HE MADE TO MINISTER ECHEVERRI,
AND URGED THE GENERAL TO MOVE QUICKLY ON AN INVESTIGATION SO THAT
THE GOC’'S SIDE OF THE STORY COULD BE TOLD. THE GENERAL ECHOED
MINISTER ECHEVERRI’S PROMISE TO FULLY LOOK INTO THE MATTER.

5. (C) GENERAL’S TIES TO NARCOS AND PARAMILITARIES. SEVERAL
MONTHS AGO, THE AMBASSADOR SPOKE WITH JUAN CARLOS ESGUERRA,
ECHEVERRI’S PREDECESSOR, ABOUT MAJOR GENERAL IVAN RAMIREZ
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QUINTERO, COMMANDER OF THE ARMY’S FIRST DIVISION, AND HIS
SUSPECTED TIES TO NARCOTRAFFICKERS AND PARAMILITARIES. ESGUERRA
TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT]

-_JTHE MINISTRY WOULD NEED
EXTREMELY CONVINCING PROOF OF WRONGDOING TO REMOVE HIM.

6. (C) THE AMBASSADOR TOLD ECHEVERRI THAT THERE IS NOW MORE
EVIDENCE SUGGESTING THAT RAMIREZ IS PASSING MILITARY INTELLIGENCE
CONFIDENTIAL
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TO THE PARAMILITARIES, AND THAT THE INTELLIGENCE IS BEING USED.
AGAINST THE GUERRILLAS. THE AMBASSADOR WENT ON TO SAY THAT IF
RAMIREZ. WERE TO ATTAIN HIGHER RANK OR POSITION, IT WOULD
SERIOUSLY COMPROMISE THE USG’S ABILITY TO COOPERATE WITH THE
COLOMBIAN MILITARY. (NOTE. RAMIREZ WAS NAMED INSPECTOR GENERAL
OF THE ARMY LAST JULY, ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT YET ASSUMED HIS .
DUTIES. THERE IS NO FIXED DATE FOR WHEN HE WILL DO SO, ALTHOUGH
BY TRADITION ALL GENERAL OFFICER PROMOTIONS AND REASSTANMENTS ARE
ANNOUINCED AT THE BEGINNING OF DECEMBER. END NOTE.) .

s
6. (C)' THE AMBASSADOR REITERATED USG CONCERNS TO GENERAL BONETT
WHO PROMISED TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE RAMIREZ’S BACKGROUND-.
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7. (C) ALMOST AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT, BONETT THANKED THE AMBASSADOR
FOR PASSING ON THE INFORMATION AND REITERATED HIS INTENTION TOQ
LOOK INTO THE MATTER. X 65?
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