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Guaerrillas Are Nuisance to Mexican Government

Menican secunty Iomlml red 1 major

success against terrorists this weekend,
but they are still s [ong wey from
eliminating the gucrnnn capabilily to
b the g
Senator Ruben Figueros, who hind been
held captive since May, wan tescued an
Surdsy in« 2 gun battle in which
tdi d s ber of metnbers of

Lucio™ Cabanay’ puerrilix “groop snd=— -

atrested seversl others. The previoss day.
another group of terrorists freed President
Echeverria's father-ia-faw, Jose
Gusdelupe Zuno, who kad been kidnaped
on August 28. The govermment had refus-
od 16 1alk with ths kidnapers tbout termis
for the freedom of sither, but it la possible
that Zyno's famlly socreily met certain of
(he ransom demands.
. Ringlenders Undaterred

Ringlesders of both tertarist groups are
stifl st large, and are unlikely 10 be
deterred i their cxmpaign sgaiost e
govermmen.

Security officials belicve that the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of the Peo-
ple, & group that claimed credit for kid-
nsping [erudr US gonsul genprnl
Leoahardy in May 1973, was resporaible
for Zuno's abductios. Thres of its
members have been arrested. Litue is
known of this grosp. bat it may be
wssociated with the 23ed of Sepiember
Communist Lexsgue, another extremist
preup that has kideaped Maxican
notables in the recent patl, and with a
mdical studemt organization based in
Cuadalsjara
" Figueron had been ¢ prlsoner of Laclo

Csbanas’® group for lhres and » hadf -

manths, despite s massiva sontch 1o locats
him.
Untit Echeverria becamy President in

1 out al “imperialitm™
" and clalm to speak for the “poor and

and they are a real nuissnce,

Spurts of violence sre likely to continue
for some time, inssmuych as the
governamenlt’s response Lo the
problem—increased security cofforts,
public spending 1o improve socinl and
economie coriditions, and potitical
thetaric—hgve 1o daie boen largely in-
wiTective.

Lucia Cabanss

-The most 3ctive groups are the Lucio
Cabanas band snd the Z3nd of September
Commamisz Lesgue. Cab Mexica's
best known guerrillz, operates mostly in
the mountains not far from Acapuleo in
the souihwestern sixte of Guerrero. He
enjoys widespresd suppart and symputhy
among (he peasanis,

His group her staged numercus
tobberies, Kidatpings, and a¢ lexsl threa
daring and profesifonsl aitacks on
isolated wrmiy anjls, He har perhaps 50 1o
7S hard-core followers, bt can probably
sssemble ap to [ 5 for & particulsr opers-
tion.

The 23rd of September group, unlike
most of the others, operxtes in soverai
parts of Mexico snd absorbs guerrillas
from other groups in the country. Found-
ed in 1973, it is urban-based and 1

" organized in small cells in which esch

member knows oaly & few others. in
members have 2 mixed
background—{rom political opposition 1o
eriminal sctivity. A naomber are students
of Jormer students, soma with degrees in
law and medicine, [1s sirangih [s reporied
I e roughly 500, But [t could be [ztger.

All of these groups stpouss soms form

- af Marxist socialism. Al are dedicated to

rhanging the Mexican government and
socit! gysiem by viclent means. All lash
and “capitalism®

ppresved™in Mexico.

1970, p Ty motivated vickence of this
sort had been absent from Mexico since
the inte 1920s. Rut shortly alter his ine
suguration, Mesico began 1o expetience
the same kind of urbes and rural guerrilla
crime that js common in some otier Latin
American counlries. In i971 the govern-
mont uncovered & group that had received
training in North Kores,
A Real Nulaance

About 15 guerrilia growps have rprung
up rince 1971, but only s handful are sow
active. The groups are small and are not
wiaging s well.organized, susizined, or
coordinated conflict with the gavernment.

They do not Ihrenten Uw stabilily of the

Echeverriz sdminintestion. They de, -

hewevﬂ huve the capabillly to carry out
P 1ar acte of violence snd terroriam,

Except for the North Korzan involve-

- ment in 1971, thete s no solid evidence of
forelgn support for any of the groups.
. Deficiens

Army

In recent monibs the governmen has
dealt serious blows lo some of the groups,
especitlly to the 23rd of September Com-
munist Lemgve. Stll, Mealcan security
agencies hava revealed operationsl
deficiencies.

The operntion to free Senstor Ruben
Figueroa, (e governing party's candidate
for governar af Guerrern, began o8 June
25, avet three weeks afler Figueroa dis-
appeared. In all, the government used up-
ward of 10,000 army wroops—trearly one
scventh of the army'y toun] strengthein

the scarch for Cabanas and incurred such

TOP

heavy expenses that 1t hed hed Lo divent

funds from other gorsmmat! agencies,
Perhaps more ominous for Mexico™s

security situstion was the mticmpt in

Jentuary 1974 by the 23rd of Scptember

srowp and radical students at the Univer-
sity of Sinzlor to slage samething sp-
proaching sn armed uprising in the streets
of Culiscan, capital of the weslern state of
Sinslou, The government comsidered the
situation scriows enough 1o send in
paratroopery from the capitsl 1o ensure
that order.was ratomad.

The Culiscan violence is the kind of
muss action thei the 23rd of September
group ndvocstes, The goveramenl’
wuccess at quelling it Indicates that it may
be scme time befors this group of any
other guerrilla arganization is again m o
position 10 try something on the scale of
Culiscan, but there seems little resson (o
doutt that the intent exists and that the
1ame Lype of sction wifl be sttempied
again. [n the unlikely cvent that attempts
5t armed uprisings are made in several
arcss at the same 1ime, the government
could be hard pressad to handle them.

The Covernment Respouse

The cumalative weight of 1errosist in-
udenumthepmyurorwbnwnduoed
s of snxicty, p
businessmen and the wesithy, -ho ooa-
sxier themselyes possible targets of kid-
nap siizmpts. Businessmen were extreme.
by bitter st the Echeverris sdministration
Tast fal) after an [nfluentiist industristist
was murdered by tarrorisis in the nothern
cisy of Monierey,

The govsrnment’s pollicy of aot
negotiating with kidrspers, announcod in
October 1971, i nol stopping the political
abductions,

A large purt of the government’s
response 10 political ripfence consists of
intensive police work snd, as in the
Cabznas case, the massive application of
mistary msnpower. The rest of the
respanse is & mixture of public spend-
ing—~snd  political rhetoric.  The
Figueros kidnaping, for example, brought
forth s huge publicity effort to
demonstreie how much the Echevctria
goverament has done for Guerrero,

Althaugh 1he pocurity foroes may im-
prove, nonc of the nther measures bolds
much hope for success any time soon. THe
government's socisl and economic
pregrams cannot be expecied in the neat
lerm 10 amellorats the conditions thsy
give rise 10 the terrorint and e guerrifis.
And the latter are 100 busy listening to
their .own rhetoric to listen to the
government's,
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