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ARMY WERE INVOLVED IN A SENSITIVE SITUATION IN THE SOUTHERN STATE
OF CHIAPAS, EARLY YESTERDAY (1t HAY) A _GROUP OF DISGRUNTLED
COMMUNAL LAND DWNERSCEJIDATARIONS) MET IN THE TOWN OF VENUSTIAND
CARRANZA, IN THE HIGHLANDS OF CHIAPAS S0UTH NF SAN CRISTOBAL

DE LAS CASAS. YHF GROUP WAS PRESSING ITS DEMANDS ON THE LOCAL
AUTHORITIES FOR MORE COMMUNAL LAND. IN THE EARLY MORNING

TWO IMDIVIDUALS OF THE GROUP APPARENTLY THREATENED PEACE YO THE
ROINT WHERE THE ARMY SBECURITY DETACHMENT NORMALLY STATIONED IN (uf
TOWNCABOUT 20 MEN) TOOK THEM INTO CUSTODY, WHEN THE ARMY UNIT
REGAN TO MOVE THE PRISONERS FROM THE CENTER SQUARE, THE

CROWD OF EJIDATARIOS DISPERSED YELLING, A LAS ARMAS(ROUGHLY,
DEFEND YOURSELVES). ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AND IN THE CONFUSTION THE .
SOLNTERS BEGAN RECEIVING FYRF FROM SNIPERS IN BUILDINGS AND TRITC
B, (C/NOFBRA). THE ARMY PARTIDA(SECURITY DETACHMENTY WITHDRENW

AND IMMEDIATE RETNFORCEMENTS WERE SENT IN FROM THE 46TH INF BN
«=wABOUT 180 OFFICERS AND HEM THE REINFORCEMENTS, IN FACT, KERE :
COMPOSED OF THREF ELEMENTS OF THE BATTALTION WHICH WERE ON SECURITY
DUTY IN THREE SBEPARATE TNOWNS NEAR Vv, CARRANZA, A COMPANY QOF THE
29TH INF BN ALREADY ATTACHED TN LDCAL PDLICE AT SAN CRISTDBAL DE
LAS casAs [ < /5 L3O SENT IN TO REINFORCE.
THE ARMY THFN NCCUPIED VARIONHS KEY POINTS IN AND ARDOUND

V, CARRANZA,

C. (C7NTrERA) AY NOON ( MAY )} THE COMMANDER
NF THE 4BTH BN,
ARRIVED AT THE SCEME AN OMMAN M ORDER DISLODGE

THE INVADERS WHD WERF BY THEN DCCUPYING SEVERAL BUILDINGS
INCLLIDING THE TOWN HALL, THE COMMANDER WAS DIRECTED TO REASON WITH
THE FARMERSmeTHROURH LOUN SPFAKERSweBY TELLING THEN THAT IN
REALYTY THEY WERE "REING DUPED BY YFOREIGN INTERESTS!) THAT TUF ipuy
HAD NOTHING TO DD WITH AND WAS COMRLETELY NEUTRAL IN TRHE ISSuE JOF
LAND DYISTRIBUTTION®, AND FINALLY THAY HIGHER AUTHORITY, A8 IY DOES
WITH ALL MEXICAN CITIZENS AND UNDER YHE LAW, "WOULD PURSUE A JUST
COURSE TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM ACCORDING YO THE FRECEPTS OF S0CIAL
JUSTYICEN, — THE LEADER OF THE DEMONSTRATING
GRNUP APPEARFD TN RESPOND TO THE COMMANDERTS APPEAL AND AGREED YO
MEEY WITH STATE AND LOCAL LEADERS, THE FARMERS DYSPERSED WITH THE
BOLICE OCCUPYING THE TOWN HALL BFHIND ?HPM DIURING THE INCIDENT,

THERF WERE TWD CIVILTANS KILLED AND THREE SOLDIERS WDUNDED, BUT
NOT SERIDUSLY,

D, TS7®eFeaN) IN AN INTEReSTING sineLyoHT,
* IN THE TOWN OF vV, CARRANZA REPORTED
R N |

INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION T THE ARMY COMMANDER
THAT THE LEADER OF THE INVADERS, I
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RECEIVED TWO CALLS FROM MEXICO CIT'{ ONE FRDM A PRIVATE
YNDIVIRUAL AND ONE FROM AN ENGINEER FROM WITHIN THE SECRETARIAY

(b)) oF AGRARTAN REFORM, NN THE CRUX OF THE CONa

(b)(2)

VERSATIONS WAS INSTRUCTION TO THE LOCAL LEADER TO STAY PUY

AND HE WOULD RECEIVE REINFORCEMENTS FROM TUXTLAS GUTIERREZ (THE
CAPITAL OF THE SYATE), _

I T NOFefdl). THESE KINDS DF CONFRONTATIONS ARE LIKELY
TO INCREASE IN NUMBER AND INTENSTTY AS THE PRESIDENTIAL ELFCYY "«
GROWS NEARFER, SINCE THE ARMY 1S THE FIRST LINE OF SECURITY IN MUCH
OF THE COUNTRY AND IN MANY ISOLATED AREAS, THE ONLY SECURJITY. it
WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY BECOME MORE MEAVILY INVOLVED, DESPITE THE
QUICK REACTION AND CAUTIOUS MEASURES OF LNCAL MILITARY AUTHORITY
THIS INCIDENT DEMONSTRATES THE POTENTIAL FOR THE ARMY'S BEINC
CAUGHT IN THE FIRE AND CROSS-FIRE RETWEEN [AND INVADERS AND PROPERTY
OWNERS, POTENTIALLY, YHEREFORE, YHE ARMY COULD RECOME INVOLVED
IN AN INCIDFNT‘ THAT Z0ULD RRING NATIONAL EXPDSURE ANND CRITICISM
OF ITS MEMBERS,
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