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ARMY WERE INVOLVED IN A SENSITIVE srTUATION IN THE SOUTHERN STATE 
Of CHllPAS~ EARLV YE~T£ROAV ftl MAY) A. GROUP OF ntSGRUNTLEQ 
COMMUNAL LANO OWNE~S(EJIDATARIOS) ~ET IN THE TOWN OF VENUSTIANO 
CARRANZA, IN , TH! HlGHLANOS OF CHIAPAS SOUTH OF SAN CijtSTCBAL 
OE LAS . CASAS. THE GROUP WAS PR[S~l~G ITS DEMANDS ON THE LOCAL 
AUTHORITI!S FOR MORE COMMUNAL LAND. IN THE gARLV MORNING . 
TWO IHOIVIDUALS OF THE GROUP APPA~eNTLV THREATENED PEACE TO THE 
POINT WHERE THE ARMY SECURITY OETACHM!NT ~ORHALLY STlTJONfO fN ~Hr 
TOWN[A60UT 20 MEN) TOOK THEM INTO CUSTODY. ~H!N THE ARMY UNIT 
8EGAN TO MOVE THE . PRISONERS r~oM THE CENTE~ SQUARE, THf 
CROWD ~F EJIDATARlOS DtSPfRSEO VELLtNG, A LAS ARHASCROUG~LV, 
OEFENO YOURSELVES): 4LMOST IM~fDIATELV ANO JN THE CONFUSION T~E 
SOLDIERS B~GAN R!CEIV!NG P!Rr FROM SNIPERS IN BUlLOt~GS ANO TPrr~~ 
8. c?7NoreRhl~ THF. ARMY PARTIDA (SECURITY D~TACHMENT) WITHDREW 
ANO IMMEDIATE REtNFORCE~ENTS WERE SENT tN FROM THE 46TH INF BN 
• I 
••ABOUT 100 OFFICERS ANO HEN. THE REINFORCEMENTS, !N FACT, WERE . 
COHPOSEO OF THREE ~LF.MFNTS OF THE 8ATTAL!ON W~?CH WE~E ON SECURITY 
~UTV IN THREE SEPARATf T~WNS NEAR V. CARRAN!A. A COMPANY . OF THE 
29TH INF BN ALREAnv ATTACHF-0 TO LOtAL POLICE AT SAN CRISTOBAL OE 
LAS eAS~5 •• --• WAS ALSO SENT IN Tn R!lNF~Rce: 
THE ARMY THfJ>I ncr.UPil!:D VA.R!OIIS KEV POINTS IN AND AROUND . 
V~ CUHUtJZA. 
C • fr, } N llf BR •i. 
l'lf THE 4BTH 8N, 
4RRIVEO H THE S 
TH£ tNVAOERS WHO WERE BY THEN OCCUPYING SEVERAL BU!LntNGS 
tNeLUDtNG 1~( TO~N HALL. THE COMMA~QER WAS DIRECTED TO REASON WITH 
THE FARMERS"•TMROU~H LOUD SPfA~!RSw98V TELLING THEN THAT!~ 
REALITY THF-Y WERE RBEING OUPEO RV tFnR~JGN INTERESTsi, THAT ! W~ ~P ~Y 
HAO NOTHING TO on WITH ANO WA,S Cl'lHPLETELV NEIJTRAL tN THE ISSut: OF 
LANn ntSTRIBUT10N", ANO F!NALLV THAT HIGHER AUTHORITY, AS IT DOES 
WITH ALL HE~ICAN CITIZENS AMD UND~R THE ~AW• "WOULO PURSUE A JUST 
COUR~f TO R!SOLVE THE PROB EM ACCORO!NG TO TM£ PR!CEPTS OF SOC!AL 
JUSTICE": THE LEAOER OF T~E OEHON5TRATJNG . 
GR"UP APP£A~Eo TO ~ESPONn TO THE COMM~ND~Ris APPEAL ANO AGREED . TO 
~EET WtTH STATE ANO LOCAL LEADERS~ THE FARMERS O!SPERS~O WITH THE 

I 

POLICE OCCUPV!NG THE TOWN HALL BEHIND THE~. DURING THE tNCtOENJ, 
THeRF WERE TWO C!V!llANS KtLLEO ANn TMRfE SOLOIE~S wou~o~o. BUT 
NOT SE~Il'.lUSLY~ 
oil TS,i-i0Fai:i~1). IN AN !NT£. RESTING stnELlG~T, 

11 !N THE TOWN OF V. C4R~ANZA REPORTED s • 
INTELLtGENtE lNFDRHATlON Tn TMe ~RHJ . ~OMMANOfR. 
TM~T THE LEADER OF THE JNVADERS, 
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RECEIVED TWO CALLS PROM MEX?Cn CITY. ONE FROH 4 PRIVATE 
!~~lYIDUAL 4NO ONE FROM AN ENG!NEER FROM W!TMIN THE SECReTARIAT 

QF AGRARIAN RfFORH~ ··········••• THE CRUX nF THE CON; VERSATIONS WAS INSTRUCTION TO TH£ LOCAL LEAO~R TO STAY PUT 
ANO HE WOULD RECEIVE R£1N~ORCEMENTS FROM TUiTL4S GIJTl~RREZCTHE 
1:~PITAL OF " YHE 5TATE,, 

TI., k1 a F &~I-Id~ THESE K I ND 5 n F C ON FRONT U l ON S ARE L ! ~ F. L Y 
TO INCREASE 1N NUMBER ANO tNT!NSfTY AS THE PRESIDENTIAL ELfrT ~••~ 
GROW~ N~ARER. SINCE THE ARMY JS THE FJRST LINE OF SECU~tTV IN MUCH 
OF tHE COUNTRV ANO IN MANY I50LATEO AREAS, THE ONLY SECURITY, if 
WlL~ ALMOST CERTAtNLV BECOME ~ORE MEAVI~r tNVOLVF.O. O~SPITE TKE 
qutc~ RE~CTJON AND CAUTIOUS MEASURES OF LnCAl MlL!TARt AUTHORITY 
TH!S lNC!OENT O~MONSTRATES THE POTfNTIAL FOR THE A~HV 1 8 AEl~G 
tAUGHT IN THf Ft~E ANO cRoss~rIR~ AETWEEN LANO fNVAO!R~ AND PROPERTY 
OWNERS: "OTf NT IALL V, THEREFORE, THE ARMY COULD F.\fi:cnME: t NVOL VE{) 
tN AN INetDENT THAT COULD RRING NATlONAl E~POSURE ANO CR!TTCISM 
OF lTS MEMBF.RS
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